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Widnes penalty cut from 128 to 60 points

THE League Appeals panel reconvened at Warrington on Thursday, July 23rd following an e-mail vote of full member clubs allowing them more discretion in the deduction of points for breaches of regulation in the cases of Widnes and Alderley Edge during the 2009 season.

 An official statement released by Cricket Committee secretary Tony Morris reads: 

 “The cases were broadly similar in that Widnes player Ata ur Rehman and Alderley Edge player Sohail Rauf had played for clubs outside the league on one occasion each, in breach of League regulation 7 c ii. The difference was that in the Alderley Edge case, the discovery of the offence came after the player had taken part in only one further match.  In the Widnes case, the player had appeared in five further matches, plus one cancelled, before discovery. 

 In neither case had the club been considered a party to the breach of regulation.

 The panel considered that in the Widnes case the original points penalty (128) was disproportionate to the offence compared to that of Alderley Edge (35 points). In fact, Alderley Edge would receive 17 residual points as a result of the Widnes breach.

 Several solutions (including taking no action) were considered , but the panel finally decided to restore 68 of the points to the Widnes Premier League points total.  In the case of Alderley Edge, the panel believed the penalties should remain unchanged.

Conclusions:

1. The Competition Secretary had applied the rules and points deductions correctly in both the Alderley Edge and Widnes cases;

2. The panel considered the league points deduction disproportionate in the Widnes case only;

3. The awarding of the match up to a total of 25 points to their opponents in each match should stand in both the Alderley Edge and Widnes cases;

4. A total of 68 points should be restored to the Widnes points total, equalling a penalty of 60 points. 

5. The Alderley Edge points deduction for breach of regulation should remain unchanged.

6. The period of disqualification of both players should remain unchanged.

7. The result of the Appeal shall be final and binding.”

 The Appeal panel comprised John Bygate (chairman); Brian Boys, Harry Sharrock, Ian Brown (voting members) and Tony Morris (ex officio).

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

BOWDON LOSE – OULTON NOW TRAIL BY 5 POINTS

WHILE Bowdon were losing only their second ECB Premiership game of the season, by seven wickets at home to Alderley Edge on Saturday, Oulton Park won by 107 runs at Macclesfield and now trail the leaders by only five points in the revised league table (page 6). 

Hyde, Oulton Park first to reach T20 Finals Day – page 9
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Alderley Edge show grit

AFTER an uninspired afternoon in the field, Alderley Edge produced batting grit to beat ECB Premier League leaders Bowdon by three wickets in a high-scoring game at South Downs road.

 On a much-improved pitch, Bowdon batsmen looked secure and posted a useful 215-6, with 91 from Stephen Ball and 65 by in-form skipper Antony Crozier.  With a hard-working return of 4-48, Jason Whittaker was easily the pick of the Alderley attack, which included Lancashire’s Oliver Newby. 

 In reply, Alderley lost key early wickets, but after Sohail Rauf had gone for a quality 44, the mid-order of Andy Worrall (48) and ex-Bowdonian Richard Wilkinson (36) got their heads down and engineered a winning tally of 216-7, with one over remaining. Gareth Cross took 3-59 for Bowdon, whose only previous league defeat was at Oulton Park three weeks earlier.

 Oulton took a brave decision to bat first of a very wet wicket at Macclesfield and did well to post 199-9, their innings being led by a quality 72 from Lancashire Academy batsman Jonny Kettle 71.  Ben Spendlove weighed in with 41 and tail-ender Chris Jones a key 36.  Barney Cutbill bowled with typical fire and determination to claim 5-70 off 15 overs.

 Macclesfield’s batting, which has been found wanting most of the season, collapsed to 92 all out in 37 overs, no player reaching 25.  Five Oulton bowlers took two wickets apiece in an impressive ream display which earned a 24 points reward.

Nantwich run ends at Oxton

Nantwich’s 10 match unbeaten run ended at Oxton where they were outbatted by the Wirralians, who used 60 overs to compile 191-9, Neil Cross 65, Ross Dixon 56, Lou Vincent 3-48. Only Ray Doyle, 33, looked comfortable for the Dabbers and after former Kiwi Test batsman Vincent was beaten by skipper Andy Birley’s slower ball they slumped to 144 all out. Ross Dixon claimed 3-27 and his dad Gary 3-32.

 Boughton Hall chalked up their second win of the season, by 82 runs against a disappointing Toft side at Booths Park.  Warren Goodwin 58, Maroof Khan 53 and skipper Ed Roberts 49 helped CBH declare on 220-5, then Toft were dismissed for 138, Nigel Muirhead 47. Teenage left-arm speedster Ashley Shaw took 4-25 and Maroof Khan 3-22.

 After the deduction of 60 points by the Appeal panel  in mid-week allied to their  failure to take more than 11 points from a home draw against Neston, Widnes have dropped into the bottom two.  It could have been worse had not their last pair, teenagers Evans and Roberts pluckily held out to close on 199-9,  Zia Rehman 61, Chris Finegan 3-28, occasional bowler David Hurst 3-49).  Earlier, skipper Jack Smith’s splendid knock of 106 held the Neston innings of 225-9 together, while Tom Evans took 3-29 and Rehman 3-72.

 There was a tight finish at Didsbury after Hyde had declared on 198-7, Chris Tipper 60, Mike Morris 56, Paul Sperring 4-42.  Didsbury, unbeaten in seven games, got tantalisingly close at 197-7, Greg Dixon 68 not out, Danny Berry 4-73.

DIVISION 1 ROUND-UP

Urmston on rampage

AFTER losing their first two games, Urmston’s record reads: WWWWWDWWWW, the latest victory being at home Christleton, whom they dislodged from second place in the First Division.

 The Man from Bangalore, Ashwin Punja struck his third century in six weeks (102) to help Urmston declare on 233-9, Matt Parkinson 4-56.  This was 113 too many for Christleton, teenager Zee Assi taking 3-10 and Gary Saunders 3-32.  David Humpage – the League chairman no less - and David Moss considered the match very sporting and a pleasure to umpire.  

 Bramhall’s lead was cut to one point when they banked 20 from an eight-wicket win at Cheadle, whom they bowled out for 140,  Simon Wilkinson 6-58, Damien Stringer 3-23.  Andy Hall hit 66 and his Cheshire colleague Matt Dawson 47 as Bramhall made it in 27 overs.

Timperley improve

Timperley played well to come away with a winning draw from Grappenhall after declaring on 201-4, Paul Ashling 63.  Grappers replied with 180-9, Ian Hall 81.

 Cheadle Hulme returned to form with a 44 runs win at Warrington where they declared on 221-5, Matt Higginbottom 72 not out.  Warrington lost their last wicket at 177, Mal Agar 59.

 Irby beat Heaton Mersey by 16 runs in an even game at Mill Hill Road.  Aussie Dean Hayes again led the Irby batting with 58 out of a tally of 165, Syed Sahabuddin 6-55, Waqar Rashid 4-44.  Mersey were bowled out for 149, Dave Collyer 5-50.

 Upton collapsed to 87 all out on a damp pitch at Poynton, Chris Oake 5-42, Leo Guthridge 3-31.  Poynton were coasting at 30-0 before eventually limping home on 89-7, Chris Clarke scoring a match-winning 34 not out, while the consistent Ian Sharrock enjoyed another good bowling return, 5-27.
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Division 2

SALE DOUBLE OVER BOLLY

SALE completed the double over Bollington to peg back the Second Division leaders at Dane Road and enhance their own promotion prospects. 

 Bollington, whose only previous league defeat was by 14 runs at home to Sale on May 2nd, were routed for 109, Hassan Khan, 5-42.  Khan then showed his all-round ability with an unbeaten 40 as Sale closed on 110-4 to banked 20 useful points.

 Sale scorer Roger Lee writes: “Khan is having a remarkable season.  In this game he took the first five Bolly wickets, then later finished the proceedings with a six. He has now scored 636 runs at an average of more than 100 and also takes wickets regularly. For the statisticians: there was remarkably high proportion of maidens to overs bowled: 34 to 90” 

 Middlewich remain second with a draw as Burnage, but have now failed to win their last three games.  They replied with 163-5, Stuart Price 57 not out, Sajid Mahmood 3-43 after bowling Burnage out for 183, A. Rana scoring 68 before breaking a rib when diving to try to avoid being run out .

 Marple kept up their promotion push with 17 points from a home draw against Stockport Georgians.  Outstanding Aussie Dominic Michael hit 110 for Marple and now has 723 runs for the season, receiving good support from Mike Barrow 83 in a second wicket stand worth 145, while Andy Splatt took 4-56.  Georgians had their last pair together at 143-9, Mark Vincent 55 not out. Barrow completed a fine personal performance on the day with 4-28.

Birchall does it again

 John Birchall came up with another match-winning double performance for Brooklands against Tattenhall. He took 5-36 to help dismiss Tatters for 171 (B.Cook 59), then hit an unbeaten 87 as Brooklands strolled to a seven wickets win, Shahid Mahboob aiding with 63.

 Birkenhead Park hardly did their hopes of league survival good when they took one solitary point from a heavy defeat at bottom club Oakmere, The Overdale Lane men, who took zero points at Sale the previous week, but have now won two of their last three, bowled Park over for 107, Tom Pilling 5-34 and went on to reply with 108-2. 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s beat struggling Mobberley by 60 runs after declaring on 211-6, Paul Wood 86 not out, Rob Keyworth 56.  Mobberley mustered only 145, Graham Barlow adding to his tally with 6-70.

PICK OF WEEK

Premier League 

Batting: Jack Smith (Neston) 106 v Widnes

Bowling: Barney Cutbill (Macclesfield) 5-70 v Oulton Park

All-rounder: Zia Rehman (Widnes) 61 and 3-72 v Neston.

First Division 

Batting: oAshwin Punja (Urmston) 102 v Christleton.

Bowling: oSyed Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 6-55 v Irby.

All-rounder: Matt Higginbottom (Cheadle Hulme) 72 not out and 3-26 v Warrington. 

Second Division

 Batting: oDominic Michael (Marple) 110 v Stockport Georgians.

 Bowling: Graham Barlow (Bredbury St. Mark’s) 6-70 v Mobberley.

 All-rounder: John Birchall (Brooklands) 87 not out and 5-26 v Tattenhall. 

Racial abuse warning

Clubs throughout the League are again reminded they must avoid racial abuse by players, officials and spectators on all grounds.

If any incidents are reported they will be thoroughly investigated and strong action taken where necessary.
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ECB PREMIER LEAGUE SCORES IN DETAIL

BOWDON (toss) v ALDERLEY EDGE

 Bowdon 215-6 dec. (55 overs: S. Ball 91, A. Crozier 65, J. Whittaker 4-48); 

Alderley Edge 216-7 (54 overs: A. Worrall 48, S. Rauf 44, R Wilkinson 36, G. Cross 3-59).

Alderley Edge (25 pts.) beat Bowdon (12 pts.) by 3 wickets. 

DIDSBURY (toss) v HYDE

 Hyde 198-7 dec. (55 overs: C. Tipper 60, M. Morris 56, J. Duffy 36, P. Sperring 4-42); 

 Didsbury 197-7 (55 overs: G. Dixon 68no, D. Berry 4-73).

Match drawn: Hyde 14 pts. Didsbury 9 pts.

MACCLESFIELD v OULTON PARK (toss)

 Oulton Park 199-9 dec. (55 overs: J. Kettle 71, B. Spendlove 56, C.Jones 36, B. Cutbill 5-70).

 Macclesfield 92 (37 overs).

Oulton Park (24 pts.) beat Macclesfield (5 pts.) by 107 runs

OXTON (toss) v NANTWI CH

 Oxton 191-9 innings closed (60 overs: N. Cross 65, R. Dixon 56, L. Vincent 3-48); Nantwich 144 (45 overs: R Doyle 33, R. Dixon 3-27, G. Dixon 3-32).

Oxton (22 pts.) beat Nantwich (7 pts.) by 47 runs  

TOFT (toss) v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL

 Chester Boughton Hall 220-5 dec. (50 overs: W. Goodwin 58, M. Khan 53, E. Roberts 40, H. Butterworth 34no);

 Toft 138 (48 overs: N. Muirhead 47, A. Shaw 4-25, M. Khan 3-22).

Chester Boughton Hall (25 pts.) beat Toft (5 pts.) by 82 runs.

WIDNES v NESTON (toss)

 Neston 225-9 dec. (55 overs: J. Smith 106, T. Evans 3-29, Z. Rehman 3-72); 

 Widnes 199-9 (55 overs: Z Rehman 61, I. Spencer 30, T. Finegan 3-28, D. Hurst 3-49).

 Match drawn: Neston 17 pts., Widnes 11 pts. 

FIRST DIVISION

CHEADLE v BRAMHALL (toss)

 Cheadle 140 (47 overs: G. Chessari 38, S. Wilkinson 6-58, D. Stringer 3-23); 

 Bramhall 141-2 (27 overs: A. Hall 66, M. Dawson 47).

Bramhall (20 pts.) beat Cheadle (5 pts.) by 8 wickets.

GRAPPENHALL v TIMPERLEY (toss)

 Timperley 201-4 dec. (50 overs: P. Ashling 63, J. Dickenson 61); 

 Grappenhall 180-9 (50 overs: I Hall 81, S. Titchard 33, C. Page 4-64).

Match drawn: Timperley 15 pts., Grappenball 7 pts.

IRBY (toss) v HEATON MERSEY

 Irby 165 (48 overs: D. Hayes 58, G. Shillinglaw 31, S. Sahabuddin 6-55, W. Rashid 4-44);

 Heaton Mersey 149 (45 overs: S. Sahabuddin 33, D Collyer 5-50).

Irby (24 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (7 pts.) by 16 runs.
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POYNTON (toss) v UPTON

 Upton 87 (38 overs: C. Oake 4-52, L.Guthridge 3-31); 

 Poynton 89-7 (39 overs: C. Clark 34no, I.  Sharrock 5-27). 

Poynton (20 pts.) beat Upton (4 pts.) by 3 wickets.

URMSTON v CHRISTLETON (toss)

 Urmston 233-9 dec. (50 overs: A. Punja 102, C. Grindley 34, S. Panda 32, M. Parkinson 4-56, I. de Silva 3-67); 

 Christleton 120 (44 overs: Z. Assi 3-4, G. Saunders 3-32).

Urmston (25 pts.) beat Christleton (7 pts.) by 113 runs.

WARRINGTON (toss) v CHEADLE HULME

 Cheadle Hulme 221-5 dec. (50 overs: M. Higginbottom 72no, Jordan Potts 41, E. McCray 32, G. Mosey 30no, C. Durham 30);

  Warrington 177 (44 overs: M. Agar 59, M Higginbottom 3-26, C. Maudsley 3-45, E. McCray 3-55).

Cheadle Hulme (24 pts.) beat Warrington (7 pts.) by 44 runs.

SECOND DIVISION

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v MOBBERLEY (won toss)

 Bredbury 211-6 dec. (50 overs: P. Wood 86no, R. Keyworth 56, P. Zybrands 30, S. Spiteri 3-49); Mobberley 145 (46 overs: A. Ulzain 40, B. Johnson 36, G. Barlow 6-70).

Bredbury St. Mark’s (24 pts.) beat Mobberley (6 pts.) by 66 runs.

BROOKLANDS (toss) v TATTENHALL

 Tattenhall 171 (49 overs: B. Cook 59, J. Birchall 5-26); 

 Brooklands 174-3 (25 overs: J. Birchall 87no, S. Mahboob 63).

Brooklands (20 pts.) beat Tattenhall (8 pts.) by 7 wickets.

BURNAGE v MIDDLEWICH (toss)

 Burnage 183 (55 overs: A Rana 68, J. Maqsood 32, G. Tomlinson 3-44); 

 Middlewich 163-5 (45 overs: S. Price 57no, S. Parry 36, S. Mahmood 3-43).

Match drawn: Middlewich 11 pts., Burnage 7 pts.

MARPLE (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS

 Marple 238-6 dec. (50 overs: D. Michael 10l. M. Barrow 83, A.Splatt 4-56); 

 Stockport Georgians 143-9 (50 overs: M. Vincent 55no, M. Barrow 4-28).

Match drawn: Marple 17 pts., Stockport Georgians 7 pts. 

OAKMERE (toss) v BIRKENHEAD PARK

 Birkenhead Park 106 (50 overs: C. Stenhouse 38, T. Pilling 5-34, N. Ball 3-30); 

 Oakmere 108-2.

Oakmere (20 pts.) beat Birkenhead Park (1pt.) by 8 wickets.

SALE (toss) v BOLLINGTON

 Bollington 109 (42 overs: H. Khan 5-42);

 Sale 110-4 (48 overs: K. Khan 40no).

Sale (20 pts.) beat Bollington (4 pts.) by 6 wickets.
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UP-DATED TABLES AFTER GAMES ON JULY 25

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

15
3
6
3
1
2
37
22
269

OULTON PARK

15
0
9
3
1
2
53
16
264

NANTWICH (1)

15
3
4
4
1
3
49
32
248

ALDERLEY EDGE (2)
15
6
2
1
1
5
19
22
232

NESTON

15
2
3
4
2
4
52
32
220

HYDE


15
3
2
4
2
4
39
33
213

OXTON


15
1
4
4
1
5
62
29
213

DIDSBURY

15
3
4
2
0
6
24
28
211

TOFT


15
1
3
1
0
10
59
32
178

CHESTER BO. HALL
15
0
2
3
1
9
68
41
164

WIDNES (3)

15
1
3
3
1
7
23
16
157

MACCLESFIELD
15
1
1
2
1
10
44
42
144

1 .  Nantwich 5 pts. deducted for slow over rate v Oxton May 9.

2. Alderley Edge (25 pts.) v Nantwich (9) on May 16  awarded to Nantwich, who receive 16 residual  points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty pts.  deducted for fielding ineligible player, total 35 pts. 

3. Widnes played 5 games involving an ineligible player from which they gained 78 points: Alderley Edge, May 9 (Widnes won 24-6 pts.); Toft, May 16 (Toft won 25-4); Macclesfield, May 23 (Widnes won 20-8); Didsbury, May 30 (Widnes won 25-7); Bowdon, June 13 (Bowdon won 22-5).    Appeals panel awarded games which Widnes won to their opponents with following residual points: Alderley Edge 19; Toft 0; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18; Bowdon 3.  Panel reduced original 128  total points deduction from Widnes record to 60.  All these decisions are reflected in table above. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

15
2
6
5
2
0
34
19
251

URMSTON

15
1
8
1
3
2
25
11
250

CHRISTLETON

15
5
1
4
1
4
40
33
233

GRAPPENHALL
15
0
7
3
1
4
43
23
221

CHEADLE HULME
15
1
5
5
0
4
54
32
221

CHEADLE  

15
1
5
2
1
6
59
22
219

IRBY


15
1
4
3
2
5
66
22
217

HEATON MERSEY
15
0
6
2
1
6
39
29
201

POYNTON

15
1
3
4
1
6
38
35
175

UPTON


15
0
3
2
1
9
57
38
168

TIMPERLEY

15
0
3
2
1
9
43
41
157

WARRINGTON

15
0
1
3
2
9
53
29
126

 Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

15
1
11
1
0
2
35
11
293

MIDDLEWICH

15
2
6
5
1
1
28
23
240

SALE


15
0
7
4
1
3
50
27
234

MARPLE

15
0
5
5
1
4
77
38
234

STOCKPORT GEO.
15
3
2
4
2
4
39
27
207

BREDBURY ST. MK.
15
0
6
4
1
4
36
27
200

TATTENHALL

15
2
2
4
1
6
48
31
186

BROOKLANDS

15
1
3
3
1
7
50
33
183

BURNAGE

15
1
2
2
1
9
56
37
171

MOBBERLEY

15
1
2
2
1
9
49
35
161

BIRKENHEAD PARK
15
1
2
6
1
5
32
35
153

OAKMERE

15
1
2
2
1
9
36
19
133
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  Over 40s nears climax

WITH Irby beating Upton and Neston winning at Tattenhall Wreckers, it’s all square at the top of Group A in the Over 40s section.  Upton and Neston are level on points, both with two to play.

 Group B leaders Nantwich Cavaliers were frustrated when their home game against Warrington was rained off and they now lead Mobberley by six points with one game left. This is at Alderley Edge on Friday next week which could bring  them the title.

 Urmston are favourites to win Group 3 with one game to go, at Sale.

 Bollington lost a re-arranged Group 4 fixture at Marple, but beat Bredbury and lead by two points with a match in hand.

 The end of season semi-finals and final play-offs are at Chester Boughton Hall on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st (12 noon).

 The end of season meeting to devise the 2010 format will not be held until November as October 31st has been set as the closing date for entries to all sections of the league.

RESULTS OF GAMES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 22

GROUP A

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v DAVENHAM: Davenham 109-7 (Hudson 31, Kegg 2-8); Chester 110-5 (Anderson 31, Forrest 31, Garner 3-12).

Chester Boughton Hall won by 5 wickets: 4 pts. 

TATTENHALL WRECKERS v NESTON: Tattenhall 63; Neston 68-8 (Barber 27, Fraser 2-7, O’Neill 2-15).

Neston won by 2 wickets: 4 pts. 

IRBY v UPTON: Upton 75 (I. Sharrock 25, Pulford 3-20, Wadkin 2-17); Irby 76-2 (A. Hurworth 32).

Irby won by 8 wickets: 4 pts. 
GROUP B

GRAPPENHALL v BARNTON: Grappenhall 137-4 (Newell 30, Akram 30, Roberts 30, C. Leech 1-2); Barnton 75-8 (Falland 30, Critchley 3-5, Akram 2-10).

Grappenhall won by 62 runs: 4 pts. 

MOBBERLEY v ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS: Alderley Edge 145-5 (Slack 35, Roberts 33, Branagan 30, Sutcliffe 2-30); Mobberley 148-4 (O’Shea 33, Sinclair 29, Thompson 23).

Mobberley won by 6 wickets: 4 pts. 

NANTWICH CAVALIERS v WARRINGTON:  Ground waterlogged

Match cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

GROUP C

TIMPERLEY v SALE SILVERBACKS: Sale 120 (Mardle 30, Smith 30, McCall 3-20); Timperley 124-6 (Entwistle 31).

Timperley won by 4 wickets: 4 pts.

URMSTON v CHEADLE: no result yet in. 

GROUP D

BREDBURY SAINTS v BOLLINGTON: Bredbury 86-6 (Barlow 30); Bollington 89-0 (McKernan 33, Mattock 32).

Bollington won by 10 wickets: 4 pts. 

ROMILEY v CHEADLE HULME: ground waterlogged.

Match cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

POYNTON LEGENDS v MACCLESFIELD: ground waterlogged.

Match cancelled: 2 pts. each. 

Match re-arranged from May 27 and played on Monday, July 20:

 BOLLINGTON v MARPLE: Marple 130-6 (Worrall 35, Dale 31, Bailey 30); Bollington 129-7 (Hart 33, Cox 33, Mattock 23).

Marple won by 1 run: 4 pts. 
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FORTIES TABLES TO JULY 22

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



10
7
1
0
2
31

NESTON



10
6
1
2
1
31

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
11
5
1
2
3
27

IRBY



10
4
2
2
2
26

CHESTER BO. HALL

10
5
0
1
4
22

DAVENHAM


11
0
1
2
8
7

CHRISTLETON


10
1
0
1
8
6

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

11
7
0
3
1
34

MOBBERLEY


10
6
0
2
2
28

GRAPPENHALL


11
4
0
4
3
24

TOFT



10
4
0
3
3
22

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
10
2
0
4
4
16

WARRINGTON


10
2
0
2
6
12

BARNTON


10
1
0
2
7
8

GROUP C

*URMSTON


8
6
0
2
0
28

TIMPERLEY


9
5
0
1
3
22

*CHEADLE


9
3
0
3
3
18

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

8
4
0
0
4
16

BROOKLANDS


8
2
0
2
4
12

SALE SILVERBACKS

8
1
0
0
7
4

 *Urmston v Cheadle result not in. 

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON


10
7
0
1
2
30

CHEADLE HULME

11
5
0
4
2
28

POYNTON LEGENDS

10
4
0
3
3
22

MARPLE


10
4
0
2
4
20

ROMILEY


11
3
0
2
6
16

MACCLESFIELD


10
2
0
4
4
16

BREDBURY SAINTS

10
3
0
0
7
12

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Davenham v Christleton; Irby v Chester Boughton Hall; Neston v Upton. Open: Tattenhall.,

GROUP B: Barnton v Mobberley; Toft v Warrington; Nantwich v Alderley Edge (Friday, July 31). Open: Grappenhall.

GROUP C: Brooklands v Bowdon Vale; Sale v Urmston. Open: Cheadle, Timperley.

GROUP D: Bollington v Marple; Bredbury v Macclesfield; Romiley v Poynton. Open: Cheadle Hulme.

Over 60s beat Yorkshire

CHESHIRE beat Yorkshire by seven wickets at Grappenhall on Thursday, July 23rd in the Spitfire Over 60s County championship.

 After a late start caused by mid-day rain,. Yorkshire were restricted to 126-8, Nick Sharp 2-29, David Cain 2-29.  Cheshire replied with 127-3, Nick Sharp 54, Alan Hitchmough 43 not out, while  former Bowdon, Yorkshire and England all-rounder Barry Wood claimed 2-9.

 A re-arranged home game against Leicestershire at Cheadle Hulme on Monday, July 27th winds up the group fixtures for Andy’s Hurworth’s successful team. 

O  CHESHIRE have been drawn to play Wales away in the last 16 of  the National 50 Plus County championship.  Team Manager Paul Freedman reports that the match is now likely to be played at Penarth, near Cardiff. 

O DEVELOPMENT XI TIE: Cheshire Development XI tied with Lancashire Under 19s at Aigburth on Tuesday / Wednesday, July 22 / 23.  Scores: Cheshire 159 (Mark Bennett 59); Lancashire 159 (Ashley Shaw 4-29, Charlie Reid 4-55, Andy Tetlow 2-24). 

 Cheshire 12 to meet Derbyshire Academy at Middlewich on Friday, July 31 (11 a.m.): Jonny Kettle captain, Louis Bentley, Craig Williamson (Oulton Park), Mark Bennett (Heaton Mersey), Olly Sadler (Alsager), Lee Dixon (Oxton), Khalid Sawas (Macclesfield), Charlie Reid (Alderley Edge), Pat Roberts (Toft), John Fawcett (Didsbury), Andy Tetlow (Grappenhall), Ashley Shaw (CBG). Manager: Steve Amison.  
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T20 UPDATE

Finals Day line-up takes shape 

FIRST two teams to reach the semi-finals of the Fred Graham T20 Trophy are Oulton Park and 2006 winners Hyde.

 Oulton won a tight game by 10 runs at Oxton on Wednesday last week, while Hyde were given a fright before beating Second Division Burnage in the last over at Werneth Low the following evening.

 Cheadle Hulme v Toft and Middlewich v Urmston have yet to be played. 

Quarter-final details

OXTON v OULTON PARK (won toss): Wednesday, July 22

 Oulton Park 117-8 (20 overs: N. Dumelow 26, G. Cashin 2-18, G. Dixon 2-27); Oxton 107-9 (20 overs: R. Dixon 21, N Dumelow 3-13, R. Moore 3-13).

Oulton Park won by 10 runs.

HYDE (toss) v BURNAGE: Thursday, July 23

 Burnage 153-6 (20 overs: A. Rana 46, S. Mohammed 27, M. Morris 2-18, S. Scammell 2-18); Hyde 156-4 (19.3 overs: T. Twiney 58, D. Fitzsimmons 25,).

Hyde won by 6 wickets.

Semi-final draw: 

OULTON PARK v MIDDLEWICH or URMSTON

CHEADLE HULME or TOFT v HYDE

IF no play is possible due to rain in the Fred Graham Trophy T20 Finals Day at Upton on Sunday, August 16th, the winners will be resolved by a bowl out.

 The ECB have set August 16th as the limit date for League finals to decide who goes forward to the Area finals on Sunday, August 30th.  The League winners at Upton will get two weeks notice before hosting the Area finals when there will be a three-way tournament between the Derbyshire Premiership winners (Ockbrook & Borrowash) and the Liverpool Competition nominees. 

 The winners there go on to host the Regional finals on Sunday, September 13th against the winners of the Northern Premier League / North-East Premier League / Yorkshire Premier League group.

 Those winners qualify for the Grand Finals Day, provisionally at the Swalec Stadium, Cardiff on Monday, September 28th.  This will figure the four regional champions from the South & West, London & East, the Midlands and the North. The day’s cricket will be covered live by Sky television and all expenses will be paid for the clubs taking part.

PLATE QUARTERS COMPLETED
ALDERLEY EDGE became the first team to reach the semi-finals of the T20 Plate, winning at Grappenhall by seven wickets.   

 Bramhall won at Bollington by a toss of the coin on Friday after being rained off.

 Upton beat Mobberley by six wickets, despite a fine innings of 65 by the losers’ Aussie batsman Lachlan Jones. 

After being given special dispensation to play on the Monday after the limit date, Nantwich beat Irby by 37 runs after posting 160-8.

Quarter-final results:

GRAPPENHALL v ALDERLEY EDGE on Monday, July 13

 Grappenhall 143-7 (20 overs: R. Green 73); Alderley Edge 144-3 (18 overs).

Alderley Edge won by 7 wickets.  No information yet received from club on this match.  

BOLLINGTON v BRAMHALL on Friday, July 17:

Bramhall won by toss of coin after rain.

UPTON (toss) v MOBBERLEY on Monday, July 20

 Mobberley 126-6 (20 overs: L. Jones 65, N. Williams 3-17); Upton 127-4 (18.2 overs: A. Beacher 30).

Upton won by 6 wickets.

NANTWICH (toss) v IRBY on Monday, July 20

 Nantwich 160-8 (20 overs: L. Vincent 31, S. Hurworth 3-40); Irby 123-7 (20 overs: S. Knowles 23).

Nantwich won by 37 runs. 
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PLATE SEMI-FINALS to be played by August 7th
NANTWICH v UPTON  (Monday, July 27, 6 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v ALDERLEY EDGE (Thursday, July 30, 6 p.m.)

 The two winners meet on Finals Day at Upton. 

O Clubs should arrange their Fred Graham T20 and Plate games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary so that panel umpires can be appointed well in advance. 

O Home clubs need to telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, although pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

 O THE following result sheets are still missing and should be submitted ASAP: Cup round 2:   Irby v Oxton (May 28).  Round 3: Neston v Oxton (June 18).  Plate round 1:  Bredbury v Poynton (June 17 – no info). 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.  To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

 Another website worth visiting for fans of cricket in the county is the Cheshire Board’s regularly up-dated Cheshire-cricket-board.org.uk

Cheshire v Dorset start delayed

THE first day of  Cheshire’s Minor Counties championship match against Dorset at Alderley Edge on Sunday, July 26th, was called off due to rain. 

 The match was due to continue on Monday and Tuesday from 11 a.m. daily. 

Saturday, July 18th and all that

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS:  4 – Bowdon; 3 – CBH; Hyde; Nantwich; .Wet: Alderley Edge.  Missing: Oulton Park.

Result sheet missing from July 11th:  Toft v Widnes This should be forwarded ASAP. 

Leading performers to date: Batting – Goodwin (CBH) 702; Vincent (Nantwich) 668; Leech (Oulton Park) 667; Smith (Neston) 613; Currie (AE) 586.  Bowling – Whittaker (AE) 42; Browne (Nantwich) 38; Syddall, Cross (both Bowdon) 36; Dumelow 35.

 Mark Currie (106) and Richard Wilkinson (72 not out) added 135 for the third Alderley Edge wicket v Neston.

 The Chester v Widnes match – which Widnes won by seven wickets – was over by 5.22 p.m.

 The Hyde v Macclesfield result sheet was incorrectly compiled: no did not batsman were named; no batsmen’s number in Macclesfield fall of wickets; no heading for Macclesfield innings; totals for both sides in wrong square; result of match incomplete. Will captains / umpires please ensure sheets fully completed.  A fine can be levied. 

DIVISION 1 PITCH REPORTS:  4 – Christleton; 3 – HM, Timperley; 2 – Upton.  Cancelled : Bramhall, Poynton.

 Leading performers.  Batting: De Silva (Christleton) 765; Dawson (Bramhall) 640; Gould (Poynton) 612; Kingham (Poynton) 499; Wilde (Cheadle Hulme) 458.  Bowling: Wilkinson (Bramhall) 42; McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 37; Shahabuddin (HM) 36; Guthridge (Poynton) 34; Wilkie (Timperley) 30.

 Christleton’s second wicket pair Iroshan de Silva (106) and David Bates (58) added an unbroken 134  against Warrington.  Warrington’s Aussie opening bowler Steve Carlile had figures of 21-4-103-0.

 Heaton Mersey overseas player Syed Shahabuddin was run out for 99 by John Taylor against Grappenhall.  Both teams agreed to a 40 yards boundary on far side of ground due to waterlogging.

 Cheadle wicket-keeper C Hyde took three catches against Timperley. Cheadle had no scorer for fourth time in six games.

 Upton wicket-keeper T. Marsland took two stumpings and a catch vs. Cheadle Hulme. 

DIVISION 2 PITCH REPORTS: 4 – Sale; 3 – Birkenhead Park, Middlewich, Mobberley; 2 – Bollington. Missing: Tattenhall.

 Result sheet missing from July 11: Birkenhead Park v Bollington; from Saturday, July 18: Tattenhall v Bredbury. These should be sent in ASAP. 
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 Leading Division 2 performers:  Batting – o Michael (Marple) 613; Khan (Sale) 596; Rowe (Bolly) 537; Cornford (Middlewich).  Bowling – Ali (Bolly) 47; Greasley (Marple) 43; Aqeel (Bolly) 34; P. Parry (Middlewich) and Mohammed (Burnage) both 30. 

 Birkenhead Park (all out 91) v Brooklands (92-2) finished at 4.50 p.m.

 Bollington scorebox marked below standard.  Stockport Georgians’ innings (v Bolly) declined from 69-4 to 71 all out – that’s six wickets going down for two runs.

  On the Middlewich v Marple result sheet, the umpires were listed as R. Noble standing with Peter Hanaby. However, studying the action picture in my copy of the Northwich Guardian newspaper, ‘Mr. Noble’ looks suspiciously like the League’s record wicket-taker (1,262 from 1977-99) Ronnie Locke standing at one end in a rare appearance as poacher- turned-gamekeeper.  League chairman David Humpage also did a stand-in stint at Tattenhall v Bredbury St. Mark’s, which he said he thoroughly enjoyed. 

 Umpires’ assessment cards for games on July 18th were not received by Ken Spilsbury from

Didsbury, Oulton Park and Toft (Premier League) and Mobberley (Division 2).  Says Ken: “Premiership clubs continue to be the main culprits and it’s the Premier league which will suffer if I do not get regular and full reports in about their umpires”. 

Taking on the Competition

THE League meet the Liverpool Competition in two challenge matches in early August.

 On Wednesday, August 5th they play the Merseysiders for the Inter-League Challenge Shield at Widnes (1.30 p.m.). The League team has been selected and players are currently being notified by manager Harry Bramhall, who this weeks enters hospital for an eye operation.  Good luck H. 

 Four days later on Sunday, August 9th, the League Under 18s play their Liverpool Competition counterparts at Oxton in an official one-off game for the North-West Colts Trophy (1 p.m.).  

  The NWCT will undertake the match expenses and provide a man of the match prize. 

CLUB NEWS

ASHTON-on-MERSEY topped the Meller Braggins Cheshire League First Division table after games on Saturday, July 25th.  They had  265 points, with Northwich second (237) and Congleton third (231).

BURNAGE have completed the transfer from Salford MSJ of Sajjad Shah and registered him as an Overseas-exempt player.  They have also registered overseas-exempt player Ishfaq Ahmed. 

CHRISTLETON’s postcode is incorrect in the handbook and Burnage 2nd got lost getting to their Little Heath  ground on Saturday ! The correct code is CH3 7AN, points out secretary Val Dandy.

ELWORTH: the Sandbach club’s highly-respected Under 11 team manager John Baldwin died suddenly on July 21st. 

NANTWICH’s former New Zealand Test all-rounder Lou Vincent has won the sponsors’ Performance of the Month award for June for his innings of 140 followed up by a 5-32 bowling return in the ECB Premiership match against Toft on June 27th.

NESTON hosted an Old England XI at Parkgate on Thursday, July 23rd in aid of NW Cancer Research in front of a large crowd.  The Oldies team included John Lever, Jim Parks, Derek Randall, Mike Hendrick, Martin Bicknell, Arnie Sidebottom and Monte Lynch, scored 156-5 (Neil Redford 57 not out). Neston replied with 151-6 (Jack Smith 62, Derek Randall two run outs). The event earned a mention on BBC radio’s Test Match Special programme from Lord’s the previous week-end. 

WIDNES’ new Cricket secretary is Steve Duckers, 86, Bishopdale Close, Great Sankey, Warrington 

WA5 3DF. Tel. 01925 710722. E-mail: ajdduckerd@btinternet.com

 SOUTHWELL (Nottinghamshire) are touring Cheshire and Shropshire with a strong under 18s team during August and have arranged games against Toft, Oulton Park and Whitchurch.  They would like to fill an open date on Friday, August 28 and are prepared to take on an open age team.  If your club is interested contact chairman Stuart Grimley ty telephone on 07929 662 218 or by e-mail at 135not out@gmail.com

WARRINGTON stage the League Junior Section prize presentation on Sunday, September 22nd. 
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Cheshire Shield quarter-finals

ONLY two quarter-final ties were resolved in the Cheshire Shield on Sunday –  both by bowl outs.  

 In the Brooklands v Marple tie, Marple had scored 157-7 after 38 overs when rsp, Brooklands winning the bowl out 3-2.

 Ashton on Mersey had completed their innings at 153-9 against Cheadle when rain descended at tea.   The teams drew a bowl out 3-3 and Dan Brown went on to win the sudden death bowl out for Cheadle. 

 Bramhall v Birkenhead St. Mary’s and Lindow v Stockport were not started and must be played to a finish on the limit date, Sunday, August 2nd. .

 Semi-final draw (Sunday, August 9th): Cheadle v Brooklands; Lindow or Stockport v Bramhall or Birkenhead St. Mary’s. 

Cheshire Cup plans

THE quarter-finals of the Cheshire Cup are scheduled for Sunday, August 2nd (1.30) – see fixtures on back page.  If a result cannot be reached there has to be a bowl out or toss of coin. 

 The semi-finals the following Sunday, August 9th (1 p.m.) will be: Bowdon or Macclesfield v Alderley Edge or Bollington; Elworth or Wallasey v Neston or Oulton Park 

 Results up to August 8th should be telephoned to Mike Talbot-Butler 01606 88745.  

 Any queries from clubs will be handled by Competition chairman Peter Davies tel. 01477 532 185. 

Wistaston seek Sunday 3rd XI place

WISTASTON (Crewe) are the latest club from outside the league to seek a place in the 3rd XI Sunday set-up, for the 2010 season.

 October 31st is the limit date for applications and resignations into and out of the 3rd XI and Over 40s sections next season.   

  The special meetings for Third XIs and Over 40s clubs will both be held during November.

Umpires’ courses

COURSES designed to enrol new umpires and to give current players a better knowledge of the Laws have been arranged for the autumn and winter months at two central venues. 

 Both over 10 weeks, on Tuesday evenings from 7.30 from 9.30 p.m. they start at Hale Barns Cricket Club on September 29th and at Oakmere Cricket Club on January 10th, 2010. 

 If you are interested contact Ian Bishop 0161 962 5833 or Steve Goron 01625 532 838 or by e-mail on stevegemail-umpire@yahoo.co.uk
Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 15

A BATSMAN who has been scoring extremely slowly ends up arguing with the other batsman.  After a further confrontation, he decides to walk off the field after informing both umpires. When – if at all – would he be allowed to resume his innings?

REMINDER OF LAST WEEK’S POSER

THE striker plays the ball towards extra cover and both batsmen attempt a run. The fielder gathers the ball and throws it at the wicket at the bowler’s end. The striker runs over the popping crease, then jumps in the air, in order to avoid being hit by the ball. The ball hits the wicket and both bails are removed at which time no part of the striker’s bat or person is grounded behind the popping crease.  There is an appeal.  What should be the outcome?

ANSWER:  He should be given not out. Law 9.1; 38.1 a; 38.2

TOMMY COOPERISMS ………

SO I was getting into my car and this bloke says to me: “Can you give me a lift?”

I said: “Sure, you look great, the world’s your oyster, go for it”. 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 1st: Week 16

ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v WIDNES



Rick Davis & Ken Rothwell

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v MACCLESFIELD
Jon Hacking & John Lofthouse

HYDE v OXTON




Chris Smith & Sandy Scrimgeour

NANTWICH v BOWDON



Alistair Davies & Stan Davies

NESTON v TOFT




Ian Drury & David Moss

OULTON PARK v DIDSBURY 



Don Flanagan & Allan Lewis

First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v GRAPPENHALL



Bob Cunningham & Geoff Wellsteed

CHEADLE HULME v URMSTON



John Lowe & George Murphy

CHRISTLETON v CHEADLE



Colin Byrom & Clive Rice

HEATON MERSEY v POYNTON



Stuart Anderson & Jim Shallcross

TIMPERLEY v IRBY




Peter Ogden & Ian Wilson

UPTON v WARRINGTON



Nigel Hardern tel. 0151 336 4192  

                                                                                                     & Ged Kinsey

 Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v SALE



Dave Sutton & David Williams 

BOLLINGTON v MARPLE



Dave Goulding & John Silver

MIDDLEWICH v BREDBURY ST. MARK’S

Barrie Burns & Terry Hill

MOBBERLEY v BROOKLANDS



Peter Hanaby & Don Speakman 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v BURNAGE


Peter Bolger & Tom Spencer

TATTENHALL v OAKMERE



Ray Prescott & Paul Wilgose

GAMES TO WATCH ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 2nd
Cheshire Cup quarter-finals (1.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v MACCLESFIELD

ALDERLEY EDGE v BOLLINGTON

ELWORTH v WALLASEY

NESTON v OULTON PARK

Cheshire Shield quarter-finals (1.30 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v BIRKENHEAD ST. MARY’S

LINDOW v STOCKPORT

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5th
Challenge Shield (at Widnes, 1.30 p.m.)

CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE v LIVERPOOL COMPETITION

Mike.t-b@virgin.net: July 27 / 09

