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Rehman ban cut to 6 weeks;

Appeals panel seek more discretion  

THE League Appeals panel have reduced the season-long ban imposed on Widnes’ former Pakistan fast bowler Ata ur Rehman to six matches following his unauthorised appearance as stand-in professional for Heywood in a Central Lancashire League game on Sunday, May 3rd.

 The suspension dates from June 20th to Saturday, July 25th inclusive, the first three weeks having already been served. 

 The panel did not have the power to alter the 128 points penalty which was also imposed on Widnes for the player’s appearance in five ECB Premiership and one Fred Graham T20 Cup games after playing for Heywood.

 They are therefore seeking the convening of a special management meeting as soon as possible to ask clubs to give them powers to vary decisions where they consider it appropriate to do so.

 Meanwhile, the 128 points penalty and the consequent redistribution of points to four other clubs will not be activated or shown in the premiership table.  Clubs liable to be awarded points are Alderley Edge 19; Didsbury 18; Macclesfield 17; Bowdon 3. 

 The League Appeals panel which met at Warrington on Thursday, July 2nd comprised John Bygate (chairman), Harry Sharrock, Brian Boys and Ian Brown, with Tony Morris acting as Secretary. 

 Widnes were given a personal hearing with chairman Robin Faulkner, Peter Hewitt and Mark Hignett representing the club, advised by counsel R. Kenwood.  

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o

BOWDON ROUTED FOR 48 AS LEAD HALVED

PREVIOUSLY unbeaten Bowdon were despatched for 48 and had their ECB Premier League lead halved to 18 points by closest rivals Oulton Park at Little Budworth on Saturday.

 It was sweet revenge for Oulton who had themselves been routed for 50 at South Downs road in May.  Bowdon’s total was lowest in the premiership since they mustered 38 runs at Urmston in 2007.

 Opting to bat first, Oulton were obliged to a typically swashbuckling innings of  97 by Ben Spendlove for their decent tally of 242, Nathan Dumelow supporting with 31.  Spendlove’s Cheshire colleague Adam Syddall took 4-68.

 Bowdon’s lost wickets rapidly especially in one over from Robin Taylor.  Bowling downhill on a pitch freshened by tea time rain, he claimed 5-24 including a hat-trick of dismissals signalled by umpire Stan Davies which accounted for Carl Hey, who top-scored with 15 and James McDougall, both caught by wicket-keeper Jonny Kettle and skipper Antony Crozier who was lbw.  Rick Moore came on to take 3-6 and clean up the tail as Bowdon fell a huge 194 runs short. with batting which was some way below title standard. 

CHRIS TIPPER  SCORES RECORD 219 FOR CHESHIRE – page 10
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REMAINDER OF PREMIERSHIP REVIEWED

Another Vincent ton for Dabbers

AFTER a slow start at Nantwich, former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent has burst on the Premiership scene with three centuries in a month.

 His latest effort was a rapid unbeaten 133 at Hyde out of a tally of 308-3, aided by Chris Simpson 49 and Steve Ogilby 40.  Hyde replied with 204, Tom Twiney 63, while one-time Guyana paceman Barrington Browne returned a best of the day 7-75 and Nigel Davies 3-47.

 Nantwich now have 203 points, only four behind Bowdon.

 Alderley Edge continued their improvement with a six wickets win in a high-scoring home game against Toft, who posted 232-8, Simon Hardstaff 60, Adam Carolan 46.  Alderley’s Indian batsman Sohail Rauf played an innings to remember of exactly 100 off 108 deliveries to see his side pass the post with 15 overs to spare. Richard Wilkinson (55) gave him ideal support.

 To the relief of chairman-scorer Jim Law, Chester Boughton Hall won their first game at the expense of Oxton, at Filkins Lane. Mark Rowland compiled a sound 77 and Simon Stokes 56 to help Oxton declare on 200-8, former Prescot & Odyssey player Trevor Fabien taking 5-56.   Warren Goodwin then continued his magnificent form with a classic 82 to see his side home by four wickets. Lee Dixon took 3-27 for Oxton. 

 Widnes demolished bottom team Macclesfield by five wickets at Beaconsfield road when they chased a tally of 203-9, R. Keen 60, Khalid Sawas 36, Zia Rehman 5-63.  Widnes needed only 36 overs to top that thanks to James McCoy’s lusty 69 and 48 not out from Rehman.

 Didsbury’s rise continued when they beat Neston at Parkgate to record their fourth victory in a row after winning only one of the first eight.  With teenager David Hurst, with 112 not out again in prime form, Neston declared at a seemingly healthy 222-7, Paul Sperring 5-70.  But Didsbury had the man for the moment in Paul Slattery, his 108 carrying the Mancunians to a three wickets win. 

PREMIERSHIP PICK OF WEEK:

 Batting: c Lou Vincent (Nantwich) 133 not out v Hyde.

 Bowling: Barrington Browne (Nantwich) 7-75 v Hyde.

 All-rounder: Zia Rehman (Widnes) 49 not out and 5-63 v Macclesfield. 

DIVISION ONE

League’s only unbeaten team

LEADERS of the First Division by nine points, Bramhall are now the only unbeaten team in the league, extending their sequence with an impressive eight wickets home win against Poynton.

 Poynton declared on 191-9, James Hutter 39, Damien Stringer 4-31 and Bramhall replied with 193-2 in 33 overs. Skipper Nick Cantello (94) and Cheshire wicket-keeper Matt Dawson (86) put on an unbroken 185 for the third wicket.

 Christleton shot up to second place with an eight wickets victory against Irby at Little Heath. Irby declared on 202-7 and Christleton made it comfortably after a fine stand of 182 between Simon Ratcliffe (93) and the ultra-consistent Sri Lankan Iroshan de Silva (92 not out), an innings which followed three centuries.

 Cheadle Hulme lost for the second week in a row, by six wickets against Grappenhall at Grove Park after mustering only 107 (Richard Battye 5-23, Ian Hall 5-23). Grappenhall replied with 108-4, Hall 30 not out.

 Urmston made it seven wins in eight outings with a six wickets success at Upton, who totalled 160, Luke Camden 50.  Ashwin Punja, who had earlier taken 5-47,  scored an unbeaten 60 as Urmston cantered home, although Ian Sharrock did his best with 4-47.

 Heaton Mersey beat struggling Timperley by four wickets at Stockport road.  A total of 150 (Mark Leathley 56, Ian Hughes 6-31) was never going to be enough for Timperley and ‘Mersey coasted home, Syed Sahabuddin 78 not out, Nick Liddell 4-31.

 Cheadle won by six wickets at Warrington chasing 148 (Adrian Watkins 3-35).  Aussie Grant Chessari’s 51 made sure there would be no slip up.
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DIVISION 1 PICK OF WEEK:

Batting: Nick Cantello (Bramhall) 94 not out v Poynton. 

Bowling: Ian Hughes (Heaton Mersey) 6-31 v Timperley. . 

All-rounder: oAshwin Punja (Urmston) 60 not out and 5-47 v Upton. 

DIVISION 2

Who can stop Bollington?

BOLLINGTON are on course to record most victories and points in the League on current form.

 They beat Burnage by three wickets to register win number 11 and go 40 points clear at the top of Division Two.
 Burnage were all out for 126, the lethal partnership of Abdul Aqeel and Mo Ali earning them figures of 5-20 and 3-43 respectively. The Burnage bowlers made them struggle and Calum Rowe’s dogged 49 was needed to see Bolly cross the finishing line at 128-7, Sabtain Baig 3-38.

 Middlewich stay second thanks to an eight wickets home win against Oakmere, who mustered just 163 on the plush Haddon Field pitch, Paul Guilford 56.  Middlewich knocked off the runs in 39 overs, A. Coles 73 not out, Stephen Parry 49.

 Sale returned to form with a 20 runs win at Mobberley.  Sale declared on 232-6, Hassan Khan and John Taylor both scoring 77. Mobberley were then bowled out for 212, Paul Burrell 69, G. Akhbar 5-68. Sale will suffer a blow when Taylor returns Down Under shortly. 

 Marple had to be content with 16 draw points at home to Bredbury (12) after declaring at 231-9, James Crisall 93, Dominic Michael 46. Tougher to beat these days, St. Mark’s responded with 204-8, Paul Wood 61, Andy Greasley 4-68.

 Stockport Georgians had the better of a home draw with Brooklands after declaring on 239-6, Hayden Bailey 80.  Brooklands got to 213-8, R. Wood 64, T. Holloway 44, Ifti Hussain 5-70. 

 Improving Birkenhead Park can say goodbye to their relegation worries on current form, finishing 16-11 points ahead in a high scoring draw at Tattenhall, which was spoiled by the loss of seven overs to rain. Park skipper Tommy Hunter struck 97 and Aussie Mitchell Baker 46  in a 95-run opening partnership before Park’s declaration came at 211-7, Robin Mulvihill 5-96. Tatters replied with 198-8, their Indian overseas player Madhur Jethlia scoring a stylish 43, while Andy Cairns took 5-59. 

DIVISION 2 PICK OF WEEK:

Batting: James Crisall (Marple) 93.

Bowling: Abdul Aqeel (Bollington) 5-20.

All-rounder: Paul Wood (Bredbury St. Mark’s) 61 and 2-40 v Marple. 

 .
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SATURDAY’S SCORES IN DETAIL

ECB PREMIER DIVISION

ALDERLEY EDGE v TOFT (won toss)

 Toft 232-8 dec. (55 overs: S. Hardstaff 60, A. Carolan 46, S. Mudalige 37no, E. Stubbs 30); 

  Alderley Edge 234-4 (40 overs: S Rauf 100no, R. Wilkinson 55).

 Alderley Edge (25 pts.) beat Toft (10 pts.) by 6 wickets.

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (toss) v OXTON

 Oxton 200-8 dec. (55 overs: M. Rowlands 77, S. Stokes 56, T. Fabian 5-56); 

 Chester Boughton Hall 201-6 (53 overs: W. Goodwin 82, M. Griffiths 33, L. Dixon 3-27).

 Chester Boughton Hall (20 pts.) beat Oxton ( 9 pts.) by 4 wickets

HYDE (toss) v NANTWICH

 Nantwich 308-3 dec. (52 overs: L. Vincent 133no, C. Simpson 49, S. Ogilby 40); 

 Hyde 204 (49 overs: T. Twiney 63, B. Browne 7-75, N. Davies 3-47).

Nantwich (25 pts.) beat Hyde (7 pts.) by 104 runs. 

NESTON (toss) v DIDSBURY

 Neston 222-7 dec. (54 overs: D. Hurst 112no, J. Smith 46, P. Sperring 5-70); 

 Didsbury 223-7 (48 overs: P. Slattery 108, P. Raikes 48, G. Dixon 41).

 Didsbury (25 pts.) beat Neston (10 pts.) by 3 wickets.

OULTON PARK (toss) v BOWDON

 Oulton Park 242 (55 overs: B. Spendlove 97, N. Dumelow 31, A. Syddall 4-68); Bowdon 48 (26 overs: R. Taylor 5-24 including hat-trick, R. Moore 3-6).

 Oulton Park (25 pts.) beat Bowdon (5 pts.) by 194 runs.

WIDNES v MACCLESFIELD (toss)

 Macclesfield 203-9 dec. (55 overs: R. Keen 60, K. Sawas 36, J. Ward 33, Z. Rehman 5-63); Widnes 206-5 (36 overs: J. McCoy 69, Z Rehman 48no, S. Whittingham 3-63).

 Widnes (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (9 pts.) by 5 wickets.

 FIRST DIVISION

BRAMHALL (won toss) v POYNTON

 Poynton 191-9 dec. (50 overs: J. Hutter 39, P. Gould 34, D. Stringer 4-31, W. Littlewood 3-55); Bramhall 193-2 (33 overs: N. Cantello 96no, M. Dawson 86 no = unbroken third wicket stand of 185).

 Bramhall (20 pts.) beat Poynton (9 pts.) by 8 wickets.

CHEADLE HULME v GRAPPENHALL (toss)

 Cheadle Hulme 107 (32 overs: R. Battye 34, I. Hall 5-23, A.Tetlow 3-22); 

Grappenhall 108-4 (23 overs: I. Hall 30no).

 Grappenhall (20 pts.) beat Cheadle Hulme (4 pts.) by 6 wickets.

CHRISTLETON v IRBY (toss)

 Irby 202-7 dec. (50 overs: G. Shillinglaw 39, D. Thomas 34, G. Newell 3-60); 

Christleton 206-2 (45 overs: S. Ratcliffe 93, I. de Silva 92no =  third wicket stand of 181).

 Christleton (25 pts.) beat Irby (9 pts.) by 8 wickets.
TIMPERLEY v HEATON MERSEY (toss)

 Timperley 150 (49 overs: M. Leathley 56. M. Wilkev 34, P. Ashling 30, I. Hughes 6-23); 

 Heaton Mersey 154-6 (45 overs: S. Sahabuddin 78no, N. Liddell 4-31).

 Heaton Mersey (20 pts.) beat Timperley (9 pts.) by 4 wickets.
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UPTON v URMSTON (toss)

 Upton 160 (50 overs: L. Camden 50, A. Punja 5-47); 

 Urmston 164-4 (40 overs: A. Punja 60no, M. Ness 33, I. Sharrock 4-47).

 Urmston (20 pts.) beat Upton (8 pts.) by 6 wickets.

WARRINGTON (toss) v CHEADLE

 Warrington 148 (50 overs: R. Taylor 35, A. Watkins 3-35); 

 Cheadle 151-4 (35 overs: G. Chessari 51, M. Brown 35no).

 Cheadle (25 pts.) beat Warrington (6 pts.) by 6 wickets.

SECOND DIVISION

BOLLINGTON v BURNAGE (toss)

Burnage 126 (44 overs: A. Aqeel 5-20, M. Ali 3-43); 

 Bollington 128-7 (40 overs: C Rowe 49, S. Baig 3-39).

Bollington (25 pts.) beat Burnage (8 pts.) by 3 wickets.

MARPLE (toss) v BREDBURY ST. MARK’s

 Marple 231 (50 overs: J. Crisall 93, D. Michael 46, G. Cash 34); 

 Bredbury St. Mark’s 204-8 (50 overs: P. Wood 61, C. Martin 40, C. Wood 31, A. Greasley 4-68).

 Match drawn: Marple 16 pts., Bredbury St. Mark’s 12.

MIDDLEWICH (toss) v OAKMERE

 Oakmere 163 (45 overs: P. Guilford 56, P. Parry 3-35, V. Bhardwa 3-58); 

 Middlewich 164-2 (39 overs: A. Coles 73no, S. Parry 49, N. Gill 31no).

 Middlewich (20 pts.) beat Oakmere (7 pts.) by 8 wickets.

MOBBERLEY v SALE (toss)

 Sale 232-6 dec. (47 overs: H Khan 77, J. Taylor 77, D. Halkon 31); 

 Mobberley 212 (52 overs: P. Burrell 69, A. Ulzain 48, G. Akbar 5-68).

 Sale (25 pts.) beat Mobberley (8 pts.) by 20 runs. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS (toss) v BROOKLANDS

 Stockport Georgians 239-6 dec. (50 overs: H. Bailey 80, S. Normanton 32); 

 Brooklands 213-8 (50 overs: R. Wood 64, T. Holliday 44, C. Hart 31, I. Hussain 5-70).

 Match drawn: Stockport Georgians 16 pts., Brooklands 10 pts.

TATTENHALL v BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss)

 Birkenhead Park 211-7 dec. (49 overs: T. Hunter 92, M. Baker 44, R. Mulvihill 5-96); 

 Tattenhall 198-8 (50 overs: M. Jethlia 43, A. Morris 35, A. Cairns 5-59).

 Match drawn: Birkenhead Park 16 pts., Tattenhall 11 pts.
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TABLES AT WEEK 12: 

SATURDAY, JULY 4th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

12
2
6
2
1
1
29
13
225

OULTON PARK

12
0
7
2
1
2
42
12
207

* NANTWICH

12
2
4
3
1
2
41
22
203

WIDNES

12
2
4
2
1
3
17
17
177

NESTON

12
1
3
3
2
3
40
25
174

OXTON


12
1
3
3
1
4
48
22
170

HYDE


12
3
1
2
2
4
22
24
163

** ALDERLEY EDGE
12
4
1
1
1
5
9
23
153

DIDSBURY

12
1
4
0
0
7
22
20
147

TOFT


12
1
2
1
0
8
56
24
147

CHESTER BO. HALL
12
0
1
3
1
7
57
32
124

MACCLESFIELD
12
0
1
2
1
8
41
34
108

** Alderley Edge (25) v Nantwich (9 pts.) match on May 16th awarded to Nantwich, who receive residue of 16 points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty points deducted for fielding ineligible player (total 35).

 * Nantwich 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton on May 9th. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

12
2
5
4
1
0
29
15
211

CHRISTLETON

12
5
1
2
1
3
24
20
202

URMSTON

12
1
6
1
2
2
20
11
196

CHEADLE HULME
12
1
4
4
0
3
45
24
182

GRAPPENHALL
12
0
6
1
1
4
30
17
178

CHEADLE

12
1
4
1
1
5
42
16
174

IRBY


12
1
3
2
1
5
52
18
168

HEATON MERSEY
12
0
5
2
1
4
31
21
165

POYNTON

12
1
2
4
0
5
32
30
135

UPTON


12
0
2
2
1
7
45
31
129

TIMPERLEY

12
0
2
1
1
8
32
31
114

WARRINGTON

12
0
1
2
2
7
40
24
106

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

12
1
10
0
0
1
23
5
253

MIDDLEWICH

12
2
6
2
1
1
20
10
213

SALE


12
0
5
4
1
2
50
25
192

MARPLE

12
0
4
3
1
4
56
28
179

STOCKPORT GEO.
12
2
2
3
2
3
37
20
171

BREDBURY ST. MK.
12
0
5
3
1
3
27
19
161

BURNAGE

12
1
2
1
1
7
43
27
146

BIRKENHEAD PARK
12
1
2
5
1
3
30
29
143

TATTENHALL

12
1
2
3
1
5
36
25
141

MOBBERLEY

12
1
1
2
1
7
45
28
131

BROOKLANDS

12
1
1
2
1
7
40
29
127

OAKMERE

12
0
1
2
1
8
34
17
86
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OVER 40s ROUND-UP

Ex-England Test star routs Barnton

AFTER Neil Fairbrother helped Grappenhall win on the same ground a month ago, another former Lancashire and England player starred in Over 40s cricket at Barnton last Wednesday.

  Knutsford resident Peter Martin (eight Tests and 20 ODIs for England from 1995-97 and now nearly 41) came out of retirement to figure for Toft in a Group B match – to such good effect that his figures of 4-0-7-6 helped his side to a 10 wickets victory.

 Said Barnton skipper Graham Coull: “Yes it was THAT Martin! He clean bowled all six of his victims to show he hasn’t lost it”.

 Toft’s win takes them to joint second place behind new leaders Nantwich Cavaliers in Group B.

 In Group A unbeaten leaders Upton lost their first game at Chester, raising the hopes of undefeated Irby and Neston who both won

 Undefeated Urmston, who had no game, remain strong favourites in Group C.

 Bollington won their derby game at Macclesfield and enjoy a four points lead in Group D. 

RESULTS OF GAMES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 1

GROUP A

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v UPTON:  Chester 174-6 (Forest 35, Miller 33, Legry 31); Upton 106 (Camden 35, Adersen 3-17, Brody 2-19).

Chester Boughton Hall won by 68 runs: 4 pts.

CHRISTLETON v TATTENHALL: Christleton 69 (Neil 4-9, Gray 2-4); Tattenhall 73-1 (Nicholls 30).

Tattenhall won by 9 wickets: 4 pts.

DAVENHAM v NESTON: Davenham 107-4 (Hudson 35, Bentley 31); Neston 108-2 (Scriven 30, Hurst 28).

Neston won by 8 wickets: 4 pts. 

Open: Irby 

GROUP B

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS v WARRINGTON: Alderley Edge 110-8 (Sawer 30); Warrington 83-8 (Boelema 32).

Alderley Edge won by 27 runs: 4 pts. 

BARNTON v TOFT: Barnton 92-9 (Martin 6-7); Toft 93-0 (Hope 32, Mitchell 31).

Toft won by 10 wickets: 4 pts. 

GRAPPENHALL v NANTWICH CAVALIERS:  Grappenhall 137-7 (Fairbrother 35, Pickthall 4-17); Nantwich 139-2 (Newton 35, Maynard 30, McKeown 30).

Nantwich Cavaliers won by 8 wickets: 4 pts. 

Open: Mobberley 

GROUP C

CHEADLE v BROOKLANDS: Cheadle 153; Brooklands 154-7.

Brooklands won by 3 wickets: 4 pts.

SALE SILVERBACKS v BOWDON VALE VIKINGS: Sale 79; Bowdon Vale 81-3 (Thorpe 31).

Bowdon Vale Vikings won by 7 wickets: 4 pts. 

Open: Timperley, Urmston. 

GROUP D

CHEADLE HULME v BREDBURY SAINTS:  Bredbury 132-2 (Lakin 30, Parkridge 30, Mountford 30, Williams 28); Cheadle Hulme 135-3 (R.I. Brown 30, Bradley 30, Beckley 30, J. Potts 26).

Cheadle Hulme won by 7 wickets: 4 pts.

MACCLESFIELD v BOLLINGTON: Macclesfield 103-4 (Towle 31, Warner 30); Bollington 107-5 (Murdoch 31).

Bollington won by 5 wickets: 4 pts.

MARPLE v ROMILEY: Romiley 140 (Marshall 3-22); Marple 143-? 

Marple won by ? wickets: 4 pts. 

Open: Poynton Legends. 
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FORTIES TABLES TO JULY 1st

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



7
5
1
0
1
23

NESTON



8
4
1
2
1
23

IRBY



7
3
2
2
0
22

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
8
4
0
2
2
20

CHESTER BO. HALL

8
3
0
1
4
14

CHRISTLETON


8
1
0
1
6
6

DAVENHAM


8
0
0
2
6
4

GROUP B

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

7
5
0
1
1
22

MOBBERLEY


7
4
0
2
1
20

TOFT



7
4
0
2
1
20

GRAPPENHALL


8
2
0
3
3
14

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
8
2
0
3
3
14

BARNTON


8
1
0
2
5
8

WARRINGTON


7
1
0
1
5
6

GROUP C

URMSTON


5
4
0
1
0
18

TIMPERLEY


6
3
0
1
2
14

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

6
3
0
0
3
12

CHEADLE


7
1
0
3
3
10

BROOKLANDS


5
2
0
1
2
10

SALE SILVERBACKS

5
1
0
0
4
4

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON


7
5
0
1
1
22

CHEADLE HULME

8
3
0
3
2
18

POYNTON LEGENDS

7
3
0
2
2
16

MARPLE


7
3
0
1
3
14

ROMILEY


8
3
0
1
4
14

MACCLESFIELD


8
2
0
2
4
12

BREDBURY SAINTS

7
2
0
0
5
8

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 8th (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Neston v Irby; Tattenhall v Davenham; Upton v Christleton. Open: Chester Bo. Hall

GROUP B: Nantwich v Mobberley; Toft v Grappenhall; Warrington v Barnton. Open: Alderley Edge.

GROUP C: Sale v Cheadle; Timperley v Brooklands; Urmston v Bowdon Vale. 

GROUP D: Bollington v Romiley; Bredbury v Poynton; Cheadle Hulme v Marple. Open: Macclesfield. 

Over 60s beat Leicestershire

CHESHIRE won their fourth game in five in the Spitfire 60 Plus county championship when they beat Leicestershire by 98 runs at Market Harborough on Tuesday last week.

 Cheshire scored 248-5 with consistent batting from Tony Waddington 59, Chris Lees 47 not out, Nick Sharp 38, Alan Hitchmough 36 and Andy Hurworth 31.  They then bowled Leicester out for 146 ( after 90-2), Nick Sharp 3-17, Ken Crofton 3-28.

 Said skipper Hurworth: “It was tremendously hot and I can’t remember how many drinks breaks we had.  There weren’t many of us fit to drive home afterwards with so many aches and pains, but we decided against the iced baths!  Another great team effort”.

 Cheshire next meet Derbyshire at Belper on Tuesday, July 14th, then host Yorkshire at Grappenhall a week later. 

 O CHESHIRE wind up their group fixtures in the ECB 50 Plus County championship against Yorkshire at Alderley Edge on Wednesday, July 8th (1.30 p.m.).

 Cheshire are almost certain to qualify to go forward after winning all but one of their fixtures so far. 

 O CHESHIRE Development XI lost by eight wickets to Durham Academy at Tattenhall on Tuesday and Wednesday last week. Scores: Cheshire 302-9 dec. (L Dixon 62, L. Bentley 49, R. Moore 43, K. Sawas 34) and 210 (L. Bentley 60, C. Simpson 31); Durham Academy 279-6 (M. Terns 115, R. Dixon 3-72) and 263-2  (J. Coyne 102).  

 The Development team’s next outing is against Staffs Development XI at Nantwich on Thursday, July 16th (11 a.m.). 
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Fred Graham T20 Trophy quarter-final draw

THIRD round games in the Fred Graham T20 Trophy were completed on time with only four premiership clubs qualifying. These are 2007 winners Hyde, Toft and Oxton and Oulton Park, the latter two to meet in the quarter-finals.

 Cheadle Hulme and Urmston will represent Division One, with Burnage, who won at Heaton Mersey and Middlewich from Division Two, making up the last eight. 

Third round results

HYDE (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS: Thursday, June 11

 Hyde 199-2 (20 overs: J. Duffy 94, D. Fitzsimmons 36, D. Berry 34no); Stockport Georgians 86 (17.5 overs: A. Splatt 30, D. Cramner 3-19).

Hyde won by 113 runs.

CHEADLE HULME (toss) v DIDSBURY: Thursday, June 18

Cheadle Hulme 139-6 (20 overs: D. Forbes 54, R. Battye 23, P. Sperring 4-21); Didsbury 124-8 (20 overs: D. Morgan 28,  C. Durham 3 stumpings).

Cheadle Hulme won by 15 runs 

NESTON v OXTON: Thursday, June 18

 Oxton 119-7 (20 overs)

 Neston 109 (A. Birley 3-18).  No result sheet received. 

Oxton won by 10 runs.

SALE v URMSTON (toss): Friday, June 19: 

 Sale 107-8 (20 overs: H. Khan 46, I. Grindley 3-8); Urmston 108-2 (14.3 overs: A. Punja 50no).

Urmston won by 8 wickets. 

OULTON PARK (toss) v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL: Thursday, June 25.

 Oulton Park 160-6 (20 overs: R. Moore 79); Chester 160-7 (20 overs: W. Goodwin 68, E. Roberts 31).

Match tied: Oulton Park won through losing fewer wickets.

TATTENHALL (toss) v MIDDLEWICH: Thursday, June 25:

 Middlewich 103-7 (20 overs: S. Parry 23, R. Mulvihill 3-13, S. Green 3-17); Tattenhall 102 (19.4 overs: M. Sethlia 60, S. Prive 3-17).

Middlewich won by 1 run. 

TOFT v MACCLESFIELD (toss): Monday, June 29:

 Macclesfield 105-9 (20 overs: N. Muirhead 4-24); Toft 107-6 (19.4 overs: A. Roberts 30).

Toft won by 4 wickets. 

BURNAGE v HEATON MERSEY (t): at ‘Mersey, Tuesday, June 30:

Burnage 132-8 (20 overs: N. Abbas 29, N. Wells 3-24); Heaton Mersey 87-9 (20 overs: H. Khan 3-15, S. Baig 3-29).

Burnage won by 45 runs. 

QUARTER-FINALS (to be played by August 1):

OXTON v OULTON PARK 

MIDDLEWICH v URMSTON

CHEADLE HULME v TOFT

HYDE v BURNAGE 

PLATE T20 update
TUESDAY’S T20 Plate second round game between Nantwich and Christleton was played at Chester Boughton Hall by agreement as both grounds were taken. Nantwich won by eight wickets to reach the quarter-finals, alongside only one other premiership side in Alderley Edge who won at Bowdon.

 Also through to the last eight are Grappenhall, Irby and Bramhall from Division One and the Second Division’s Bollington and Mobberley.  Upton received a bye following the dismissal of Widnes from the Fred Graham Trophy. 
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Plate second round results

MOBBERLEY (toss) v BROOKLANDS on Tuesday, June 23. 

Mobberley 142 (19.5 overs:  A. Ulzain 52, A.Hart 4-14, M. Roberts 4-14 including hat-trick); Brooklands 125 (19.4 overs: R. Holloway 34).

Mobberley won by 17 runs 

TIMPERLEY v GRAPPENHALL (toss) on Friday, June 26

Grappenhall 197-7 (20 overs: G Burns 60, R. Green 50, M. Bishop 3-22); Timperley 140-9 (20 overs).

Grappenhall won by 57 runs.

NANTWICH  (toss) v CHRISTLETON at Chester Boughton Hall on Tuesday, June 30:

 Christleton 104-5 (20 overs: M. Paterson 38); Nantwich 105-2 (18.5 overs: S. Ogilby 52).

Nantwich won by 8 wickets. 

IRBY (toss) v BIRKENHEAD PARK on Tuesday, June 30

 Irby 162-6 (20 overs: S. Hurworth 47, A. Kinsey 38); Birkenhead Park 129-9 (20 overs: G. McCaffery 3-29).

R. Prescott was the only umpire.

Irby won by 33 runs 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v BOLLINGTON (toss)  on Tuesday, June 30

 Bollington 149-8 (20 overs: C. Rowe 41, T. Gower 39, S. Raja 3-21); Bredbury 125-9 (20 overs: R. Keyworth                         42, P. Zybrands 36, M. Ali 3-22).

 Bollington won by 24 runs

 BOWDON (toss) v ALDERLEY EDGE on Monday, June 29:

 Bowdon 95-8 (20 overs: A Crozier 30); Alderley Edge 99-03 (18.2 overs: A. Day 34, S. Rauf 32).

Alderley Edge won by 7 wickets. 

BRAMHALL v CHEADLE: on Wednesday, July 1:

 Bramhall 192-5 (20 overs: N. Cantello 62, K. O’Connor 57, A. Hall 41, R. Malook 3-34); Cheadle 136-9 (20 overs: C. Grindey 45).

 Bramhall womn by 56 runs./

UPTON bye. 

QUARTER-FINALS (to be played by July 19):

NANTWICH  v IRBY 

UPTON v MOBBERLEY

BOLLINGTON v BRAMHALL

GRAPPENHALL v ALDERLEY EDGE 

O Clubs should arrange T20 and Plate games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary. 

O Home clubs need to telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, although pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

O Finals Day is at Upton on Sunday, August 16th (12 noon) when the semi-finals and final of the Fred Graham Trophy and Plate final will be staged.  The event will be sponsored by Fusion Sports. 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

 Another website worth visiting for fans of cricket in the county is the Cheshire Board’s regularly up-dated  Cheshire-cricket-board.org.uk

Tipper 219 Cheshire record

HYDE’s Chris Tipper scored a Cheshire record 219 runs in a huge total of 454-9 declared on the first day of their Minor Counties championship match against Herefordshire at Nantwich on Sunday.

 Tipper hit 35 fours and two sixes in an innings which eclipsed the 202 by Danny Leech in the championship play-off against Northumberland in 2007.

 Herefordshire had replied with 63-1 off 17 overs by the close.  Play continues on Monday and Tuesday (11 a.m. daily). 
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Centenary nears

CHESHIRE’S Centenary Luncheon takes place at Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, July 15th . The event is at 2 p.m. during the luncheon interval of Cheshire’s match against a Minor Counties Select XI from in the Grand Marquee. Former Cheshire and Essex all-rounder Bob Cooke is guest speaker. 

Transfers approved

THE following new transfers has been approved:

GEORGE MOSEY: Hovingham (Yorkshire Senior League) to Cheadle Hulme.  July 1st.  

BRIAN BEAVER: Wallasey (Liverpool Competition) to Neston. July 2nd. 

MAROOF KHAN, the former Christleton all-rounder, who last season played for Clacton in the Essex County League, has joined Chester Boughton Hall.

JEREMY CASEY, the ex-Winnington Park captain and DANNY AHMED, neither of whom have played competitive cricket this season, are both to play for Tattenhall for the remainder of the season. 

Saturday, June 27th revisited

PREMIER LEAGUE PITCH REPORTS: 5 – Widnes; 4 – Chester; Macclesfield; Neston; Toft; 3 – Didsbury.

 Top performers to date: Batting – Leech (Oulton Park) 627; Goodwin (CBH) 600; Smith (Neston) 490; Currie (Alderley Edge) 443; Vincent (Nantwich) 434.  Bowling – Rehman (Widnes) 33; Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 32; Dumelow (Oulton Park) 29; Cross (Bowdon) and Warrington (Nantwich) both 29.

 In the Didsbury v Oxton game, number 7 batsmen top-scored in both innings: Mark Rowland 70 for Didsbury (after the top six had been dismissed for single figures); then Nick Anderson  86 not out.for Didsbury. 

 Alderley Edge wicket-keeper Andy Worrall took three catches v Chester Boughton Hall.

 Oulton Park scored 1,156 in three successive innings: 423 in Cheshire Cup v Bowdon Vale; 309 in league v Neston; 414 in Cheshire Cup v Middlewich.

 For Nantwich v Toft, Lou Vincent (140) and Chris Simpson (71) added 156 for the second wicket.

DIVISION 1 PITCH REPORTS: 5 – Grappenhall; 4 – Cheadle Hulme, Urmston, Warrington; 3 – Cheadle, Upton.

 Top performers. Batting – De Silva (Christleton) 553; Gould (Poynton) 528; Kingham (Poynton) 453; Dawson (Bramhall) 450; M. Bennett (Heaton Mersey) 389.  Bowling – McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 34; Sahabuddin (Heaton Mersey) 33; Wilkinson (Bramhall) 30; Wilkie (Timperley) 30; Guthridge (Poynton) 27.

 Cheadle have only one scoreboard at either end of their ground.

 One umpire (Ray Prescott) stood in the Cheadle Hulme v Bramhall game.

 For Urmston against Heaton Mersey, Samit Panda (79) and Adam Landry (62 not out) added 156 for the fifth wicket.

DIVISION 2 PITCH REPORTS: 4 – Brooklands, Marple, Stockport Georgians; 3 – Bredbury, Bollington, Burnage. The Burnage v Birkenhead Park umpires Barrie Burns and Don Speakman reported that Burnage had made a great effort setting up before the start and both teams played in an excellent spirit -   “ It was as pleasure to umpire”.

 Top performers: Batting – Khan (Sale) 505 (avge. 126.25); Cornford (Middlewich) 482; Michael (Marple) 447; Rowe (Bollington) 406; Taylor (Sale) 385.  Bowling – Ali (Bollington) 42; R. Halkon (Sale) and Mahmood (Burnage) both 24; Tomlinson (Middlewich) and Aqeel (Bollington) both 22.

 For Marple against Tattenhall  Dominic Michael (109 not out) sand Gary Cash (65) added 153 for the third wicket.  Marple wicket-keeper Steve Worrall took 2 catches and a stumping.

 Chris Taberner took 3 catches for Stockport Georgians v Mobberley.

 Burnage stand to have seven points deducted for a slow over rate v Sale on Saturday, June 20th.  To be confirmed at July Cricket Committee. 

 Umpires’ assessment cards for games on June 27th were not received by Ken Spilsbury from Didsbury; Hyde; Widnes; Brooklands and Mobberley.
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  Mullaney Trophy victory

THE League scored an impressive four wickets win against the Merseyside & Southport Alliance in the first of three Mullaney Trophy games at Moorfield (Widnes) on Sunday.

 On a pitch of questionable quality, the M&SA were bowled out for 110 in 34 overs, Rick Clarke (Poynton) taking 3-22, Rick Halkon (Sale) 2-20 and skipper Paul Allen (Christleton) 2-23.

 In reply, the League’s First & Second Division XI were struggling desperately at 33-6, only Sale’s Danny Halkon (21) of the top order managing to come to terms with the crumbling surface and some useful seam bowling. 

 Then came together Stephen Parry (Middlewich) and 6 ft. 7 ins. Grappenhall all-rounder Ian Barnes (also know as Hall). The pair proceeded to knock off the runs with skill and application, ending with 26 and 56 respectively at 111-6.  For the M&SA, Norley Hall paceman Wayne Cassidy took 5-39.

 Remaining Mullaney Trophy games are against the Cheshire Cricket League at Hale Barns on August Bank Holiday Monday and the Derbyshire & Cheshire League at Marple on Sunday, September 6th 

Cheshire Cup round 4 completed

 (from organiser Ian Greensmith) 

ALDERLEY Edge, Bollington and Wallasey won the three outstanding fourth round ties in the Cheshire Cup on Sunday. Scores:

 Alderley Edge 217-9 (A. Day 51, R. Wilkinson 46, A. Wildig 33, D. Moore 3-30); Widnes 176 (I. Spencer 67, S. Rauf 3-25).

 Bollington 231-5 (C. Rowe 99no, A. Aqeel 50, M. Ali 50); Didsbury 78-6 (28 overs). Match abandoned due to rain:  Bollington won on faster run rate.

 Birkenhead Park 122 (C. Jones 25no); Wallasey 125-9 (C. Jones 4-16).

 QUARTER-FINAL DRAW (Sunday, July 19th): Bowdon v Macclesfield; Alderley Edge v Bollington; Elworth v Wallasey; Neston v Oulton Park. 

SUNDAY’S SHIELD ROUND 2 RESULTS
 Ashton on Mersey 215-8 Davenham 166; Cheadle 239-8 (G. Chessari 52) Urmston 208 (C. Grindley 52, G. Whittaker 4-25); Bredbury St. Mark’s 182 (P. Wood 89) Brooklands 183-6; Chester CO 101 (D. Michael 3-31) Marple 102-0 (J. Crisall 76no); Rode Park 126 Lindow 127-8; Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge 67 Stockport 68-1; Hale Barns 104 (N. Bell 4-26) Bramhall 110-2 (C. Heppell 65); Birkenhead St. Mary’s 184-9 Congleton 183.

 QUARTER-FINAL DRAW (also on Sunday, July 19): Ashton on Mersey v Cheadle; Brooklands v Marple; Lindow v Stockport; Bramhall v Birkenhead St. Mary’s. 

Club News

WIDNES batsman Ben Williams, the youngest player to score a premiership century in 2007, has become the first scholarship student to be appointed Head Boy after two years at Shrewsbury School.  Ben, 17, who has been playing for Warwickshire 2nd, is rated Widnes’ best home-grown player since Richard Hignett.

MOBBERLEY: The clock and fascia on the pavilion were shattered during a recent Over 40s match and the club are having difficulty replacing it.

 President Peter Chapman reports that copies of his excellent book on the history of the club are selling ‘gently’. 

 NANTWICH stage an Ashes Sporting Evening & Dinner on Thursday, August 6 at Nantwich Civic Hall when the guest speaker is the legendary Merv Hughes, now a national selector.  Tickets at £30 are available from Rob Sproston, 01270 624 638, or rob@rss.me.uk
THE NESTON, WINNINGTON PARK and LIVERPOOL clubs are mourning the death on Sunday, June 28th of  Trevor Gibson, aged 79, once a much-feared fast bowler who helped Winnington Park win the Manchester Association title twice  in the 1960s and also figured briefly for Cheshire. Trevor went onto play for Liverpool before becoming a top-notch groundsman at Aigburth, Liverpool University and latterly Neston.  Trevor ‘s two sons Martin and Bobby both played for Liverpool.   His funeral took place on Thursday last week at Springwood Crematorium, Allerton.

WARRINGTON won the Cheshire Under 15 Cup when they beat Bowdon by three wickets in the final at Grappenhall last Thursday. Scores: Bowdon 104-7 Warrington 105-4 (Matthew Regan 50, Tom Lees 30). Coached by Ian Buttress, Warrington now meet the Lancashire champions (Rainhill or Haslington) at home on Sunday, July 19th. 
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Taking on the Competition

THE League are to take on Liverpool Competition in two challenge matches in early August.

 On Wednesday, August 5th they meet the Merseysiders in a open age match for the Inter-League Challenge Shield at Widnes (1.30 p.m.).

 Four days later on Sunday, August 9th, the League Under 18s play their Competition counterparts in a one-off game for the North-West Colts Trophy at Oxton  (1.30 p.m.).  

Cricket-watching weather at last

NEWSLETTER Editor writes: It was real cricket-watching weather last week so WTB and I took ourselves round a few grounds, starting with a visit to Elworth on Sunday for the Cheshire Cup game against Grappenhall.

 We always enjoy visiting Elworth and only wish it was part of the County League set-up   They had their chance, but declined and who’s to say they were wrong as the Foxes currently top the NS&SCL First Division and premiership cricket beckons.  They have a good blend of young and experienced players and are taking advantage of the new rule allowing professionals and/or overseas players to figure in the competition.  Their paid man is South African Murray Ranger, a fine all-rounder whose contribution won the game against an off-key Grappers.  Nice to meet up with Ken Simpson, an old umpiring colleague from the 1980s when he ran a thriving antiquarian bookshop in Northwich.  Ken is still a keen dog-lover and his hound had a couple of goes at haranging the fielders. 

Pitch TOO good !

On Tuesday it was to Middlewich for the second day of the Lancashire v Yorkshire Academy game, a real plum fixture for the club. The Haddon Field looked spick and span as usual, but groundsman Geoff Tomlinson didn’t know whether to laugh or cry: his pitch was TOO perfect ….Scores (and this was a two innings match, mind you): Lancashire 360 (David Hurst 102), while Yorkshire were sailing past 400 when I left early. I meant to ask Lancashire Academy director John Stanworth (ex-Bowdon) why the first innings is not overs-restricted  to give these games some chance of a result. 

 Middlewich skipper James Cornford reported that he had broken his finger badly the previous Saturday.  “Too early to say how long I’ll be out, but I’m hoping to be back to see us clinch promotion”, said James.

 Twenty four hours later we took in the second day of the Cheshire Development XI game against Durham Academy at Tattenhall, a ground which has been revitalised by the removal of the restrictive hedge and now offers wonderful vistas of the south-Cheshire countryside.

 Groundman Brian Jarrard and a hard-working committee under chairman Mel Dobson have every reason to feel proud of their work at Flacca Field.  Cheshire lost heavilyby eight wickets after leading by 40 runs at the end of the first day, but manager Steve Amison was several key players short.  

 We did intend to drive down to Worcester to watch the England Lions play the Aussies for a couple of days …..but why leave Cheshire when there are so many delightful grounds to visit?. 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 12

A WIDE ball is called, which passes the wicket-keeper and runs down to fine leg.  A fielder runs after it and seeing the batsmen have set off on a run, throws the ball at the bowler’s end wicket, just before the batsmen cross.  The ball misses the stumps, with the striker just short of the popping crease, and goes to the boundary.

 How many run are scored? 

Reminder of last week’s poser:

There is an injured striker and a runner on the field of play. The other batsman is on strike standing behind the popping crease, and the injured striker is standing at square leg – in front of the popping crease. The wicket-keeper sees the situation and breaks the wicket fairly and appeals. What should be the umpire’s decision?

 Answer: The injured striker is out of play and cannot be stumped or run out.  Law 2.8 d i. 

TOMMY COOPERISMS:

So when I got home, my ‘phone was ringing; 

 I picked it up and said:

 “Who’s speaking please?”

 And this voice said: “You are”.
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, JULY 11th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

BOWDON v HYDE



Ian Greensmith & Ged Kinsey

DIDSBURY v CHESTER BO. HALL

John Silver & Chris Smith

MACCLESFIELD v NESTON


Glyn Roberts & Paul Wilgose

NANTWICH v ALDERLEY EDGE

George Murphy & Sandy Scrimgeour

OXTON v OULTON PARK


Ian Drury & Don Flanagan

TOFT v WIDNES



John Lofthouse & David Moss

First Division (1 p.m.)

CHEADLE v CHEADLE HULME

Peter Ogden & Jim Whitehead t. 01625 260 159

GRAPPENHALL v CHRISTLETON

Brian Jones & Don Speakman

HEATON MERSEY v UPTON


Peter Hayes & Jim Shallcross

IRBY v BRAMHALL



Colin Byrom & David Williams

POYNTON v TIMPERLEY


Barrie Burns & Tray Prescott

URMSTON v WARRINGTON


Bob Cunningham & Steve Kirkbright 
Second Division (1 p.m.)

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BOLLINGTON
Stuart Anderson & Jon Hacking

BREDBURY ST. MK. v STOCKPORT GEO.
Rick Davis & Ken Simpson t. 01939 233 415

BROOKLANDS v MIDDLEWICH

Ken Rothwell & Tom Spencer

BURNAGE v MARPLE


Stan Davies & Sagir Parkar 

OAKMERE v MOBBERLEY (12 noon)

Tom Park & Clive Rice

SALE v TATTENHALL


John Lowe & Ian Wilson








T20 TOURNEY AT URMSTON

URMSTON stage an International Twenty20 tournament at Moorside road on Sunday starting at 12 noon.

 Urmston’s Overseas player Ashwin Punja captains an Indian Select XI which will include Test paceman Munaf Patel and England all-rounder Samit Patel in a round robin tournament against a Yorkshire XI and an strong Sri Lankan XI. 

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net: July 6 / 09 

