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CRICKET LEAGUE
2009 season  Newsletter  number  11:  June 27th
 Widnes docked 128 points; 

Ataur Rehman suspended

THE League have deducted a total of 128 points from Widnes’ ECB Premier League record and suspended their former Pakistan Test fast bowler Ataur Rehman for future games season for making an unauthorised appearance as deputy professional for Heywood against Walsden in the Central Lancashire League on Sunday, May 3rd.

 League rules stipulate that players may not play in League or Cup games in another League without Cricket Committee approval.  

 After his solo appearance for Heywood, Rehman continued to play regularly for Nantwich throughout May and early June, becoming the league’s top wicket-taker with 32 victims. 

 Consequently, Widnes have had 24 points deducted for their win against Alderley Edge on May 9th, four points for their defeat by Toft on May 16th; 20 for their defeat of Macclesfield on May 23rd; 25 for their defeat of Didsbury on May 30th; and five for their defeat by Bowdon on June 13th, total 78.  They have had a further 10 points deducted according to rule for fielding an ineligible player in each of these five games, a further 50 points raising the total to 128.

 Also following league rules, Alderley Edge will have 19 points restored, Toft none; Macclesfield 17; Didsbury 18 and Bowdon three.

Dismissed from Fred Graham Trophy

Due to Rehman playing in Widnes’ second round Fred Graham T20 Trophy defeat of Chester Boughton Hall, Widnes have been dismissed from that competition and Chester reinstated, although they have already been eliminated in a third round tie at Oulton Park. 

 As Widnes are not eligible to play in the competition, Upton receive a bye in the second round of the Plate.

 Widnes chairman Robin Faulkner says: “We have exercised our right to appeal. We believe we have a strong case”. 

 No alterations will be made to the Premiership table until the result of the appeal is announced. 

 A month ago, Alderley Edge had 35 points deducted and Overseas player Sohail Rauf suspended for the remainder of the season for appearing in the Staffordshire Cup for Burslem without authorisation.  On appeal, Rauf’s ban was reduced to four weeks. 
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BOWDON LEAD BY 38 POINTS AT HALF-WAY

AN 83 runs victory on the ground of bottom club Macclesfield confirmed Bowdon’s 38 points Premier League lead when the season’s half-way mark was reached on Saturday.  

 Bowdon’s batsmen had a good day, posting an above par tally of 250-7, Carl Hey top-scoring with 89, while Barney Cutbill took 5-98.

 Khalid Sawas was again Macc’s best batsman with a solid 60, but he lacked support and the innings closed at 168, Gareth Cross taking 3-24 and Adam Syddall 3-54.

 Oulton Park pulled away from Neston in second place with a comprehensive 127 runs victory at Parkgate after posting 309-7, the third time this season they have topped the triple hundred. Nathan Dumelow top-scored with 83, aided by Danny Leech 67 and Ben Spendlove 52.  Chris Hackett returned 5-78, his best figures of the season.

 Neston did not shut up shop and went for the runs, but only David Hurst (87) came off and they were all out 182 all out.  Dumelow polished off the tail with 3-3 while Rick Moore had 3-40.

 Nantwich’s former New Zealand Test player Lou Vincent scored his second century of the season in a big win at Toft.  Vincent scored 140 and figured in a big partnership with Chris Simpson, 71 as the Dabbers declared after 45 overs on 265-6.  Sean Mudalige claimed 3-55 and Josh Bean 3-81.  Toft were bundled out for a disappointing 139, Simon Hardstaff 59, Vincent completing a good day’s work with 5-32 and Jimmy Warrington 3-39.

Anderson does it for Didsbury

Didsbury’s improvement continued with a three wickets home win against Oxton, whom they dismissed for 162, Mark Rowland 70, Nick Anderson 3-23, Paul Sperring 3-33.  Anderson played a lead role in Didsbury’s reply with a powerful unbeaten 87, while Lee Dixon returned 4-47.

 Alderley Edge batsmen returned to form with a bang to keep Chester  waiting for their first win.  Boughton Hall batted well enough to post 229-9, Warren Goodwin 76, Mark Warnes 4-38, Jason Whittaker 4-89, but that was small beer for Alderley, whose former Lancashire batsman Mark Currie returned to his best with 129. Together with Richard Wilkinson 66, he put on an unbroken 176 for the third wicket as his side strolled home on 232-2 with nine overs to spare.

  Hard-hit Widnes gave a rousing performance to hold Hyde to a high-scoring draw at Beaconsfield road. Widnes replied with 256-9, Zia Rehman 56, following Hyde’s massive 278-3 declared, James Duffy an unbeaten 107 not out.   

 Hyde shaded the draw points 17-9 on a pitch which earned a rare maximum five marks from the umpires.

   * Fixture to watch next Saturday: Oulton Park v Bowdon at Little Budworth. 

Division One

KEY WIN FOR BRAMHALL

BRAMHALL beat off the challenge of second-placed neighbours Cheadle Hulme to score an important seven wickets win at Grove Park and top the First Division table by 13 points.

 Adam Wilde top-scored with 63 for Cheadle Hulme, Damien Stringer returning a splendid 7-36.  Bramhall replied with 173-3, Matt Dawson 76, ‘Hulme skipper Ewan McCray failing to take a wicket for the first time this season.  There was only one umpire in this game.

 Christleton shot up to third place with a nail-biting victory in a low-scorer at Upton, who declared on 162-8, George Earl 56, Guy Newell 4-21.  An unbeaten 45 from Nick O’Connor helped the Little Heath men scrape home on 165-9 to take 25 points.

Williamson 132 in vain

 Urmston’s onward match continued with a five wickets home win against Heaton Mersey who posted a daunting 215-8 batting first, Johnny Williamson hitting a scorching 132 not out, Gary Saunders 4-35. Urmies won with four overs left at 217-5, Adam Landry (62) and Samit Panda (79) adding 145 for the fourth wicket.

 Grappenhall’s upsurge continued with a nine wickets home win against Irby, who were routed for 105, Steve Titchard 4-16. Rick Green’s 61 later helped them over the finishing line in double quick time.

 Cheadle outplayed Poynton at Kingsway to post a 70 run, 25 points victory after posting 205, Chris Grindey 64, Leon Guthridge 7-62.  Poynton batsmen had a bad day and were all out for 133, Paul Gould 31, Adam Watkins 4-39.

 Timperley exhanged bottom place with Warrington after emerging with a 16-9 points draw at Walton Lea.  Mike Bishop was not out with 85 in Timperley’s 229-5, Warrington responding with 181-8, James Hughes 34, Mark Wilkie 3-41.
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DIVISION 2

That’s title form, Bolly !

BOLLINGTON look unstoppable at the top of Division Two, demolishing hitherto unbeaten Middlewich by five wickets to go 35 points clear.

 Middlewich mustered a below par 167-8, Stephen Parry 43, Mo Ali 5-53 and Bolly came back with 170-5, Rick Hough 85, Phil Parry 3-26.

 After losing to Sale on May 2nd, Bollington have won eight successive games, taking 20 points each time.  That’s title form.

 Sale fell back in third place when they lost by 16 runs at improving Bredbury St. Mark’s, who were all out for 168, Peter Zybrands 49, Mike Halkon 4-58. However, Sale mustered only 152, Danny Halkon 36, Chris Wood 4-28.

 Marple stay fourth after beating Tattenhall by 115 runs, posting a formidable 246-4, with 109 from Dominic Michael and 65 to Garry Cash, who is ‘on fire’ just now.  Tatters mustered a disappointing 131, Steven Lee 4-18.

Splatt three wickets in over

 Stockport Georgians’ upward match went on with a six wickets demolition of Mobberley, who declared on 159-9, David Leonard 53. Andy Splatt took 4-39 including three wickets in an over for the second time this season.  Adam Gaskarth’s 68 enabled Georgians to win in comfort.

 Birkenhead Park continue to ease away from the relegation zone with a five wickets win at Burnage.  The home side were all out for 197, A. Rana 63, Sajid Mahmood 53, Park responding with 201-5, Mike Baker 46.  Umpires Barrie Burns and Don Speakman were full of praise for the efforts put in by the Burnage players before the start. They added that both sides played the game in such an excellent spirit it was a pleasure to umpire. 

 Brooklands halted their losing run with a winning draw against promotion partners Oakmere at Georges road. R. Wood scored 77 and C. Hart 57 as Brooklands declared on 232-5, Oakmere then getting to 196-5, Peter Yearsley 60 not out, Ian Eaton 52.

PICK OF WEEK:

Premier League

Batting: Mark Currie (Alderley Edge) 129 not out v Chester Boughton Hall;

Bowling: Chris Hackett (Neston) 5-78 v Oulton Park

All-rounder: o Lou Vincent (Nantwich) 140 and 5-32 v Toft.

First Division

Batting: John Williamson (Heaton Mersey) 132 not out v Urmston

Bowling: Damien Stringer (Bramhall) 7-36 v Cheadle Hulme

All-rounder: oGeorge Earl (Upton) 56 and 3-69 v Christleton.

Second Division

Batting: o Dominic Michael (Marple) 109 not out v Tattenhall

Bowling: Mo Ali (Bollington) 5-53 v Middlewich.

All-0rounder: oAndy Splatt (Stockport Georgians) 24 off 25 balls and 4-39 including three wickets in over v Mobberley. 
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ALL SATURDAY’S SCORELINES

ECB PREMIER DIVISION

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL (won toss) v ALDERLEY EDGE

 Chester 229-9 dec. (55 overs: W. Goodwin 76, M. Griffiths 34, M. Warnes 4-38, J. Whittaker 4-89); Alderley Edge 232-2 (46 overs: M. Currie 129no, R. Wilkinson 66no – 3rd wicket stand of 176). 

Alderley Edge (25 pts.) beat Chester Boughton Hall (11 pts.) by 8 wickets.

DIDSBURY (toss) v OXTON

 Oxton 162 (53 overs: M. Rowland 70, N. Anderson 3-23, P. Sperring 3-33); 

 Didsbury  163-7 (44 overs: N. Anderson 86no, L. Dixon 4-47, A. Birley 3-53).

Didsbury (20 pts.) beat Oxton (10 pts.) by 3 wickets.

MACCLESFIELD v BOWDON (toss)

 Bowdon 250-7 dec. (48 overs: C. Hey 89, S. Ball 38, B. Cutbill 5-98); 

 Macclesfield 168 (45 overs: K. Sawas 60, G. Cross 3-24, A. Syddall 3-54.

Bowdon (25 pts.) beat Macclesfield (7 pts.) by 83 runs.

NESTON (toss) v OULTON PARK

 Oulton Park 309-7 dec. (55 overs: N. Dumelow 83, D. Leech 67, B. Spendlove 52, L. Bentley 32, C. Hackett 5-78); 

 Neston 182 (46 overs: D. Hurst 87, N. Dumelow 3-3, R. Moore 3-40).

Oulton Park (25 pts.) beat Neston (8 pts.) by 127 runs.

TOFT (toss) v NANTWICH

 Nantwich 265-6 dec. (45 overs: L. Vincent 140, C. Simpson 71, S. Mudalige 3-55, J. Bean 3-82); 

 Toft 139 (40 overs: S. Hardstaff 59, L. Vincent 5-32, J. Warrington 3-39.

Nantwich (25 pts.) beat Toft (5 pts.) by 126 runs.

WIDNES v HYDE (toss)

 Hyde 278-3 dec. (55 overs: J. Duffy 107no, D. Fitzsimmons 60, M. Morris 42, D. Berry 41no);

 Widnes 256-9 (55 overs: Z. Rehman 56, A. Hurdley 38, I. Spencer 35, D. Berry 3-61, S. Scammell 3-74.

Drawn: Hyde 17 pts., Widnes 9 pts. 

FIRST DIVISION

CHEADLE v POYNTON (won toss)

 Cheadle 203 (48 overs: C. Grindey 64, C. Brady 46, L. Guthridge 7-62); 

 Poynton 133 (42 overs: P. Gould 31, A. Watkins 4-39, R. Malook 3-36.

Cheadle (25 pts.) beat Poynton (7 pts.) by 70 runs.

CHEADLE HULME v BRAMHALL (toss)

 Cheadle Hulme 169 (47 overs: A. Wilde 63, M. Higginbottom 33no, D. Stringer 7-36, S. Wilkinson 3-73); 

 Bramhall 173-3 (48 overs: M. Dawson 76, A. Hall 42, M. Higginbottom 3-36.

 Bramhall (20 pts.) beat Cheadle Hulme (10 pts.) by 7 wickets. 

GRAPPENHALL (toss) v IRBY

 Irby 105 (43 overs: S. Titchard 4-26, C. Park 3-6); 

 Grappenhall 107-1 (25 overs: R. Green 61no).

Grappenhall (20 pts.) beat Irby (3 pts.) by 9 wickets.
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UPTON (toss) v CHRISTLETON

 Upton 162-8 dec. (50 overs: G. Earl 56, R. Wycherley 39, G. Newell 4-21, I. de Silva 3-42);   

 Christleton 165-9 (42 overs: N. O’Connor 45no, P. Allen 39, G. Earl 3-69).

Christleton (25 pts.) beat Upton (11 pts.) by 1 wicket.

URMSTON (toss) v HEATON MERSEY

 Heaton Mersey 215-8 dec. (50 overs: J. Williamson 132no, G. Saunders 4-35); 

 Urmston 217-5 (46 overs: S. Panda 79, A. Landry 62no, C. Grindley 37, A. Catlow 3-52).

Urmston (20 pts.) beat Heaton Mersey (11 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

WARRINGTON v TIMPERLEY (toss)

 Timperley 229-5 dec. (50 overs: M. Bishop 85no, M. Wilkie 46); 

 Warrington 181-8 (50 overs: S. Heydon 29 no, M. Wilkie 3-41).

Drawn: Timperley 16 pts., Warrington 9 pts. 

SECOND DIVISION

BOLLINGTON (toss) v MIDDLEWICH

 Middlewich 167-8 dec. (50 overs: S. Parry 43, M. Ali 5-53); 

 Bollington 170-5 (43 overs: R. Hough 85, M. Dawson 33no, P. Parry 3-26).

Bollington (20 pts.) beat Middlewich (9 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v SALE (toss)

 Bredbury 168 (54 overs: P. Zybrands 49, M. Halkon 4-58); 

 Sale 152 (42 overs: D. Halkon 36, J. Taylor 32, C. Wood 4-28).

Bredbury St. Mark’s (22 pts.) beat Sale (8 pts.) by 16 runs. 

BROOKLANDS v OAKMERE (toss)

 Brooklands 232-5 dec. (48 overs: R. Wood 77, C. Hart 57);

  Oakmere 196-5 (50 overs: P. Yearsley 60no, I. Eaton 52).

Drawn: Brooklands 15 pts. Oakmere 90.

BURNAGE v BIRKENHEAD PARK (toss)

 Burnage 197 (49 overs: A. Rana 63, S. Mahmood 53, C. Foran 3-39); 

 Birkenhead Park 201-5 (42 overs: M. Baker 46, I. Platt 30).

Birkenhead Park (20 pts.) beat Burnage (13 pts.) by 5 wickets. 

MARPLE (toss) v TATTENHALL

 Marple 246-4 dec. (50 overs: D. Michael 109no, G. Cash 65);

 Tattenhall 131 (39 overs: S. Lee 4-18).

Marple (25 pts.) beat Tattenhall (4 pts.) by 115 runs. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS v MOBBERLEY (toss)

 Mobberley 159-9 dec. (50 overs: D. Leonard 53, P. Burrell 51, A. Splatt 4-35 - including 3 wickets in over); 

 Stockport Georgians 161-4 (45 overs: A. Gaskarth 68no.

Stockport Georgians (25 pts.) beat Mobberley (8 pts.) by 6 wickets. 
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TABLES  AT HALF-WAY MARK: 

SATURDAY, JUNE 27th

ECB Premier League
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BOWDON

11
2
6
2
1
0
29
8
220

OULTON PARK

11
0
6
2
1
2
37
12
182

* NANTWICH

11
2
3
3
1
2
36
22
178

NESTON

11
1
3
3
2
2
34
21
164

OXTON


11
1
3
3
1
3
42
19
161

HYDE


11
3
1
2
2
3
17
22
156

WIDNES

11
1
4
2
1
3
17
17
152

TOFT


11
1
2
1
0
7
48
22
137

** ALDERLEY EDGE
11
3
1
1
1
5
9
23
128

DIDSBURY

11
0
4
0
0
7
22
20
122

CHESTER BO. HALL
11
0
0
3
1
7
57
32
104

MACCLESFIELD
11
0
1
2
1
7
35
31
99

** Alderley Edge (25) v Nantwich (9 pts.) match on May 16th awarded to Nantwich, who receive residue of 16 points.  Alderley a further 10 penalty points deducted for fielding ineligible player (total 35).

 * Nantwich 5 points deducted for slow over rate v Oxton on May 9th. 

First Division

P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts. 

BRAMHALL

11
2
4
4
1
0
29
15
191

CHEADLE HULME
11
1
4
4
0
2
43
22
178

CHRISTLETON

11
4
1
2
1
3
24
20
177

URMSTON

11
1
5
1
2
2
20
11
176

IRBY


11
1
3
2
1
4
44
17
159

GRAPPENHALL
11
0
5
1
1
4
30
17
158

CHEADLE

11
0
4
1
1
5
42
16
149

HEATON MERSEY
11
0
4
2
1
4
31
21
145

POYNTON

11
1
2
4
0
4
24
29
126

UPTON


11
0
2
2
1
6
39
29
121

TIMPERLEY

11
0
2
1
1
7
26
28
105

WARRINGTON

11
0
1
2
2
6
36
22
100

Second Division
P
W25
W20
D
Ab
L
Bat
Bowl
Pts.

BOLLINGTON

11
0
10
0
0
1
23
5
228

MIDDLEWICH

11
2
5
2
1
1
20
10
193

SALE


11
0
4
4
1
2
45
25
167

MARPLE

11
0
4
2
1
4
46
24
163

STOCKPORT GEO.
11
2
2
2
2
3
27
16
155

BREDBURY ST. MK.
11
0
5
2
1
3
22
14
149

BURNAGE

11
1
2
1
1
6
39
23
138

TATTENHALL

11
1
2
2
1
5
31
21
130

BIRKENHEAD PARK
11
1
2
4
1
3
20
25
127

MOBBERLEY

11
1
1
2
1
6
40
25
123

BROOKLANDS

11
1
1
1
1
7
35
26
117

OAKMERE

11
0
1
2
1
7
28
16
79
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Five offers to stage Forties’ finale

AFTER offers were invited from clubs prepared to stage the Over 40s semi-finals and final play offs on August Bank Holiday, August 31st , Chester Boughton Hall, Macclesfield, Neston, Urmston and Warrington have all generously come forward.  A decision will be made shortly. 

 Cheadle won their first match in Group B, beating Bowdon ValeVikings off the penultimate ball . 

 Group D leaders Bollington lost their first game at home to Bredbury Saints, for whom Hayes claimed 6-23. 

RESULTS ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24

GROUP A

IRBY v DAVENHAM: Davenham 73-7 (Crawford 3-17, Price 2-15, Feeley 2-25); Irby 79-1 (A. Hurworth 30, Noble 22).

Irby won by 9 wickets: 4 pts.

NESTON v CHRISTLETON: Neston 134-5 (Lea-Swain 31, Sullivan 30, Barker 27, Hurst 23); Christleton 92-4 (Hollindale 33, Jones 3-10).

Neston won by 42 runs: 4 pts.

TATTENHALL WRECKERS v CHESTER BO. HALL: no card

Chester Boughton Hall  won: 4 pts. 

Open: Upton  

GROUP B

MOBBERLEY v GRAPPENHALL: Grappenhall 155-6 (Fairbrother 35, Roberts 30, Sutcliffe 2-21, J. Whittick 2-32); Mobberley 157-3 (Sutcliffe 30, Sinclair 30, Saddington 24).

Mobberley won by 7 wickets: 4 pts.

NANTWICH CAVALIERS v BARNTON: Barnton 110-6 (Ollier 30); Nantwich 113-2 (McKeown 31, Cooke 31, Hine 20).

Nantwich won by 8 wickets: 4 pts.

TOFT v ALDERLEY EDGE: Alderley Edge 120-6 (Fluck 32, Cheetham 30, Sheldon 3-14, Jones 2-14); Toft 122-2 (Sheldon 32, Hope 30).

Toft won by 8 wickets: 4 pts.

Open: Warrington

GROUP C

CHEADLE v BOWDON VALE VIKINGS: Bowdon Vale 146-4 (Hunter 31, Thorpe 30, Roberts 22); Cheadle 147-7 (Hall 32, Clayton 30).

Cheadle won by 3 wickets: 4 pts. 

URMSTON v TIMPERLEY: Timperley unable to fulfil fixture

Urmston won by default: 4 pts.

Open: Brooklands, Sale Vikings. 

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON v CHEADLE HULME:  Cheadle Hulme 126-8 (Balderston 32, Worsley 22); Bollington 128-4 (G. Wood 30, McKiernan 29).

Bollington won by 6 wickets: 4 pts.

POYNTON LEGENDS v MARPLE: Marple 117-6 (Ashton 32, Stringer 236, Hollick 2-17); Poynton 118-2 (Kingham 33, Martin 30, Heath 24, Thompson 23);

Poynton Legends won by 8 wickets: 4 pts.

ROMILEY v MACCLESFIELD: Macclesfield 149-6 (Cowan 36, Mannion 25); Romiley 153-3 (Taylor 35, Bennett 30, Potter 32).

Romiley won by 7 wickets: 4 pts.

Open: Bredbury Saints. 

BOLLINGTON v BREDBURY SAINTS: played on Thursday, June 25:

 Bredbury 128-3 (Lakin 30, Coffey 30, Shore 29); Bollington 118 (Patterson 32, McKernan 30, Hayes 6-23).

Bredbury Saints won by 10 runs: 4 pts. 
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FORTIES TABLES TO JUNE 24 

GROUP A


P
W
T
C
L
Pts.

UPTON



6
5
1
0
0
23

IRBY



7
3
2
2
0
22

NESTON



7
3
1
2
1
19

TATTENHALL WRECKERS
7
3
0
2
2
16

CHESTER BO. HALL

7
2
0
1
4
10

CHRISTLETON


7
1
0
1
5
6

DAVENHAM


7
0
0
2
5
4

GROUP B

MOBBERLEY


7
4
0
2
1
20

NANTWICH CAVALIERS

6
4
0
1
1
18

TOFT



6
3
0
2
1
16

GRAPPENHALL


7
2
0
3
2
14

ALDERLEY EDGE WIZARDS
7
1
0
3
3
10

BARNTON


7
1
0
2
4
8

WARRINGTON


6
1
0
1
4
6

GROUP C

URMSTON


5
4
0
1
0
18

TIMPERLEY


6
3
0
1
2
14

CHEADLE


6
1
0
3
2
10

BOWDON VALE VIKINGS

5
2
0
0
3
8

BROOKLANDS


4
1
0
1
2
6

SALE SILVERBACKS

4
1
0
0
3
4

GROUP D

BOLLINGTON


6
4
0
1
1
18

POYNTON LEGENDS

7
3
0
2
2
16

ROMILEY


7
3
0
1
3
14

CHEADLE HULME

7
2
0
3
2
14

MACCLESFIELD


7
2
0
2
3
12

MARPLE


6
2
0
1
3
10

BREDBURY SAINTS

6
2
0
0
4
8

FIXTURES ON WEDNESDAY, JULY 1st (6.15 p.m.)

GROUP A: Chester Bo. Hall v Upton; Christleton v Tattenhall; Davenham v Neston. Open: Irby

GROUP B: Alderley Edge v Warrington; Barnton v Toft; Grappenhall v Nantwich. Open: Mobberley.

GROUP C: Cheadle v Brooklands; Sale Silverbacks v Bowdon Vale Vikings. Open: Timperley, Urmston.

GROUP D: Cheadle Hulme v Bredbury; Macclesfield v Bollington; Marple v Romiley. Open: Poynton. 

North-East heroics from Fifties

CHESHIRE pulled off two fine victories on their North-East tour and now have five wins in six games in the ECB 50 Plus County championship running up to their final Group match against Yorkshire at Alderley Edge on Wednesday, July 8th.

 They were comfortable eight wickets winners against Durham at Norton on Wednesday, restricting their hosts to 124 (Brian Coutts 4-22, Ian Parkinson 2-12). Cheshire replied with 125-2 in 30 overs, Steve Yates 35 not out, Garry Cash 29 not out.

 Cheshire put Northumberland into bat at Morpeth next day and must have been regretting the decision when the score stood at 160-0. Brian Coutts went on to claim three wickets and Gwyn Williams two as the Geordies’ total reached 299-7.   Cheshire’s own opening pair then achieved a magnificent partnership of 190, with skipper Phil Thomas scoring 79 and Steve Yates 72. Garry Cash went on to thump a spectacular 70 off 30 balls as his team cantered home with five overs to spare at 303-3.

 “It was a great effort, especially after we had to chase a lot of leather”, said manager Paul Freedman. 

….but rain foils Sixties

RAIN interrupted Cheshire’s Spitfire 60 Plus county championship game against Worcestershire at Irby on Tuesday last week, resulting in a four wickets defeat, their first in four games. 

 Tony Waddington hit a fine 114 and Jim Wilde 54 as Cheshire ran up a decent 251-8 from their 45 overs.  Rain then reduced the Worcester target to 206 off 37 overs and they closed on 208-6 from 35.1.

 Cheshire are next in action against Leicestershire at Market Harborough on Tuesday this week.  
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Tie in Fred Graham T20 Trophy

THERE was a tied in the Fred Graham T20 Trophy third round game between Oulton Park and Chester Boughton Hall at Little Budworth last Thursday, Park going through having lost fewer wickets.

 Oulton scored an eight-an-over 160-6 with 79 from in-form Rick Moore, then Chester followed suit with 160-7, Warren Goodwin 68.  A. Shaw need to score five to win off the game’s last delivery, but managed only a boundary four

 The same evening at Tattenhall, Middlewich narrowly retained their unbeaten record, winning by one run off the fourth ball of the final over with much lower scores: 103-7 beating 102 all out.

Third round results

HYDE (toss) v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS: Thursday, June 11

 Hyde 199-2 (20 overs: J. Duffy 94, D. Fitzsimmons 36, D. Berry 34no); Stockport Georgians 86 (17.5 overs: A. Splatt 30, D. Cramner 3-19).

Hyde won by 113 runs.

CHEADLE HULME (toss) v DIDSBURY: Thursday, June 18

Cheadle Hulme 139-6 (20 overs: D. Forbes 54, R. Battye 23, P. Sperring 4-21); Didsbury 124-8 (20 overs: D. Morgan 28,  C. Durham 3 stumpings).

Cheadle Hulme won by 15 runs 

NESTON v OXTON: Thursday, June 18

 Oxton 119-7 (20 overs)

 Neston 109 (A. Birley 3-18).  No result sheet received. 

Oxton won by 10 runs.

SALE v URMSTON (toss): Friday, June 19: 

 Sale 107-8 (20 overs: H. Khan 46, I. Grindley 3-8); Urmston 108-2 (14.3 overs: A. Punja 50no).

Urmston won by 8 wickets. 

OULTON PARK (toss) v CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL: Thursday, June 25.

 Oulton Park 160-6 (20 overs: R. Moore 79); Chester 160-7 (20 overs: W. Goodwin 68, E. Roberts 31).

Match tied: Oulton Park won through losing fewer wickets.

TATTENHALL (toss) v MIDDLEWICH: Thursday, June 25:

 Middlewich 103-7 (20 overs: S. Parry 23, R. Mulvihill 3-13, S. Green 3-17); Tattenhall 102 (19.4 overs: M. Sethlia 60, S. Prive 3-17).

Middlewich won by 1 run. 

Remaining games:

TOFT v MACCLESFIELD (Monday, June 29, 6.15 p.m.)

BURNAGE v HEATON MERSEY  (at ‘Mersey, Tuesday, June 30, 6.15 p.m.)

QUARTER-FINALS (to be played by August 1):

OXTON v OULTON PARK 

MIDDLEWICH v URMSTON

CHEADLE HULME v TOFT or MACCLESFIELD

HYDE v BURNAGE or HEATON MERSEY

PLATE T20 update
First round results

OAKMERE v NANTWICH (won toss) on Tuesday, June 9:

 Nantwich 1674-9 (20 overs: S. Ogilby 60, R. Howell 31, C. Phelan 3-27); Oakmere 114-9 (20 overs: R. Lyons 42, B. Browne 4-17).

Nantwich won by 50 runs.

MARPLE v CHEADLE (won toss) on Friday, June 12:

 Cheadle 183-5 (20 overs: G. Chessari 66, D. Brown 54); Marple 84 (18: G. Cash 41, D. Dooler 3-8).

Cheadle won by 99 runs.
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BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v POYNTON on Monday, June 15.

 Match abandoned due to rain. Re-arranged for Wednesday, when Poynton could not raise a team

Bredbury St. Mark’s won by default. 

Second round results

MOBBERLEY batsman Abdul Ulzain scored 52 off 25 balls including six sixes in his side’s 17 runs win at home to Brooklands in the second round of the Plate.  Brooklands’ bowler M. Roberts took 4-14, including a hat-trick and four wickets in five balls.

MOBBERLEY (toss) v BROOKLANDS on Tuesday, June 23. 

Mobberley 142 (19.5 overs:  A. Ulzain 52, A.Hart 4-14, M. Roberts 4-14 including hat-trick); Brooklands 125 (19.4 overs: R. Holloway 34).

Mobberley won by 17 runs 

TIMPERLEY v GRAPPENHALL (toss) on Friday, June 26

Grappenhall 197-7 (20 overs: G Burns 60, R. Green 50, M. Bishop 3-22); Timperley 140-9 (20 overs).

Grappenhall won by 57 runs.

REMAINING GAMES (to be played by Wednesday, July 1st):

NANTWICH v CHRISTLETON (to be played at Chester Boughton Hall on Tuesday, June 30, 6.15 p.m.) 

IRBY v BIRKENHEAD PARK (Tuesday, June 30, 6.15 p.m.) 

BREDBURY ST. MARK’s v BOLLINGTON (Tuesday, June 30, 6.15 p.m.) 

CHEADLE v BRAMHALL (at Bramhall, Wednesday, July 1, 6.15 p.m.)

BOWDON v ALDERLEY EDGE (Monday, June 29, 6.25 p.m.)

UPTON have a bye. 

O Clubs should arrange T20 and Plate games ASAP and immediately notify the Fixture Secretary. 

O Home clubs need to telephone the result and highlights in the normal way immediately after the game and also submit a fully-completed and signed result sheet, although pitch ratings and umpires’ assessments are not required. 

O Finals Day is at Upton on Sunday, August 16th (12 noon) when the semi-finals and final of the Fred Graham Trophy and Plate final will be staged.  The event will be sponsored by Fusion Sports. 

WEBSITE INFO

HOME clubs in all divisions and at all levels of cricket throughout the league are urged to post their match details on the League results website.  

 Any system issues or problems should be referred to webmasters Darren and Sharon Sutcliffe at dsooty54@btinternet.com.

 To access the full set-out League results and other stats enter via Cheshirecountycl.play-cricket.com/scoreboard/results.asp

Cheshire top table

(from County PRO Neil Goulding) 

CHESHIRE moved to the top of the Minor Counties Western Division table with a thrilling three wickets victory over Berkshire at Chester Boughton Hall from Sunday – Tuesday, June 22 – 24.

 Berkshire took most of the first day compiling an undistinguished 256 in 85, overs, losing their last three wickets without scoring, Nathan Dumelow taking 5-96 and Rick Moore 2-23 on his championship debut.

 On the second day, Cheshire’s batsmen compiled an impressive 402-8 declared in 90 overs, Hyde’s Chris Tipper top-scoring with 82 on his county debut, Ben Spendlove 81, Matt Dawson 73 and Rick Moore 61.   Berkshire’s reply was cut short by bright sunlight behind the bowler’s arm at 53-4 after Moore had taken two wickets in three balls.

 The third morning saw the southern county recover from 152-7 to post 317, thanks almost entirely to a fine innings of 165 from Craig Crowe, Adam Syddall taking 3-66. 

 This left Cheshire with a 29 overs run chase and they did it in style at 172-7, Moore leading the way with 50, followed by Spendlove 35 in a dramatic finish to beat the clock and an impending rainstorm, collecting 24 points to Berkshire’s five. 

 Cheshire’s next three-day match is against Herefordshire at Nantwich starting on Sunday, July 5th  (11  a.m. daily. 
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Centenary nears

CHESHIRE’S £25 Centenary Luncheon hospitality package at Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, July 15th is attracting much interest. 

 The event will take place during the interval of Cheshire’s match against a Minor Counties Select XI from 2 p.m .in the Grand Marquee.  Former Cheshire and Essex all-rounder Bob Cooke is guest speaker. 

  Cheques should be sent to Assistant Secretary Elise Scrimgeour, 13, Elms Road, Heaton Moor, Stockport SK4 4PJ by July 5th made out to Cheshire County Cricket Club. 

Development XI beaten

THE Cheshire Development XI lost to Warwickshire Under 19s by six wickets in a two-day friendly at Dorridge on June 22 / 23. Scores: Cheshire 200 and 242-8 dec. (David Hurst 93, Lee Dixon 52); Warwicks 221 and 221-4. 

 Next match is against Durham Academy at Tattenhall on Tuesday & Wednesday, June 30th and July 1st (11. a.m. daily). 

Transfers approved

THE following new transfers have been approved:

TREVOR FABIEN:  from Prescot & Odyssey (Merseyside & Southport Alliance) to Chester Boughton Hall: June 21st.

CRAIG DIABLE: from Irby to Neston. June 25th

JANAID MAQSOOD: from Denton (Lancashire County League) to Burnage: June 26th.

SABTAIN BAIG: from Ashton (Central Lancashire League) to Burnage: June 26. 

MARC DEBRABENDER: from Nantwich (2008) to Newton-le-Willows (Liverpool Competition): June 26. 

Saturday, June 20th revisited

LEAGUE chairman David Humpage completed his round of visits to all 36 clubs at Timperley.

 ECB Premier League pitch reports: 4 – Oulton Park; 3 – Bowdon, Didsbury, Nantwich, Oxton. The Hyde v Neston game was cancelled.

 In Oxton v Macclesfield, Oxton keeper Mark Rowland took a catch and two stumpings; his Macc counterpart Paul Hughes taking three catches. Umpires Smith and Speakman praised the spirit of play, but grumbled at many delays caused by spectators walking in front of the sight-screens and loud music.

 Top five batsmen to June 20: Leech (Oulton Park) 560 (average 93.33); Goodwin (CBH) 524; Smith (Neston) 475; Davies (Oxton) 381; Hurst (Neston) 338.  Bowlers: Ata ur Rehman (Widnes) 33; Whittaker (Alderley Edge) 28; Dumelow (Oulton Park) 26; Cross (Bowdon), Kegg (CBH) and Warrington (Nantwich) all 25.

Division One pitch reports: 4 – Grappenhall; Heaton Mersey; Irby; 3 – Bramhall; Poynton; Timperley. 

 Cheadle had no scorer for the second week running.

 Needing four to win off the last ball, Grappenhall’s George Burns (53) hit a boundary to clinch the points.  He and skipper Steve Titchard (46) took the score from 99-7 to 177-7.

 Cheadle Hulme had won their game at Timperley by eight wickets at 3.57 p.m. when tea was taken.

 Top players. Batting : De Silva (Christleton) 525; Gould (Poynton) 501; Dawson (Bramhall) 450; Kingham (Poynton) 431; Bennett (Heaton Mersey) 368.  Bowlers: McCray (Cheadle Hulme) 34; Shahabuddin (Mersey) 32; Wilkinson (Bramhall) 30; Wilkie (Timperley) 27; Guthridge (Poynton) 20.

Division Two pitch reports: 4 – Birkenhead Park; 3 – Mobberley, Sale; 2 – Brooklands, Oakmere, Tattenhall.

 Keeping wicket for Marple at Birkenhead, Steve Worrall took three catches and a stumping. There were 4 lbws in the Marple innings.

 Mobberley’s Australian all-rounder Lachlan Jones carried his bat for 47 out of 107 v Middlewich.

 Bredbury’s Darren Carr (81 not out) and Chris Wood (47) added 111 for the fourth wicket at Oakmere.  This game was played in a very good spirit reported umpires Rothwell and Simpson.

 Performances to date: Batting – Khan (Sale) 504 (average 118); Cornford (Middlewich) 448; Rowe (Bolly) 402; Taylor (Sale) 363; Clorley (Middlewich) 344. Bowling – Ali (Bolly) 27; Tomlinson (Middlewich) and Aqeel (Bolly) both 22; R. Halkon (Sale) 21, Leggett (Georgians) 20.

Umpires’ assessment cards were not received by Ken Spilsbury from Widnes and Oakmere. . 
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League team for Mullaney Trophy

CHRISTLETON skipper Paul Allen leads the County League’s First & Second Division team to meet the Merseyside & Southport Alliance at Moorside CC , near Widnes, on Sunday, July 5th (1.30 p.m.). The line-up is: Paul Allen captain, Iroshan de Silva (Christleton), Rick Halkon, Danny Halkon, Hassan Khan (Sale), Richard Clorley (Middlewich), Chris Durham, Matt Higginbottom (Cheadle Hulme), Tow Gower (Bollington), Rick Clarke (Poynton), Andy Tetlow (Grappenhall).   Team manager:Harry Bramhall.  Scorer: Ray Davies.  Umpire: to be appointed. 

Oulton Park again top 400 in Cheshire Cup

(from organiser Ian Greensmith)

OULTON Park repeated their 400 runs spree against Bowdon Vale in the third round of the Cheshire Cup when they flayed Middlewich’s bowlers for 414-5 in round four at Little Budworth on Sunday.

 Four Oulton batsmen who topped 50 were Nathan Dumelow 105not out, Rick Moore 97, Danny Leech 72 and Jonny Kettle 57.  Poor Middlewich, beaten in the Second Division for the first time 24 hours earlier, were bowled out for 122  (Vishnu Bhardwa 29, Dumelow 4-14)..

 In another round 4 game, holders Hyde lost at home to Neston by two wickets. 

Fourth round results
 Bowdon 182-9 (Carl Hey 57, N. Murrills 39) Chester Boughton Hall 167 (M. Griffiths 79, W. Goodwin 31, S. Cheetham 3-16, D. Ball 3-26).

 Burnage 189 (S. Baig 35, I. Tate 3-42, R. Porter 3-38); Macclesfield 190-9 with two balls to go: (J. Ward aged 15, 46no, S. Baig 3-44).

 Bollington 120-1 (R. Hough 54no) v Didsbury: match abandoned.

 Elworth 207 (M. Driver 71no, C. Park 3-24); Grappenhall 176 (A. Brady 36, I. Wright 34, J. Taylor 35).

 Hyde 176 (D. Fitzsimmons 50, M. Morris 35, S. Clifford 3-30, J. Smith 3-36); Neston 177-8 (J. Smith 32).

 Oulton Park 4214-5; Middlewich 122

Quarter-final draw (games on July 19)

Bowdon v Macclesfield; Alderley Edge or Widnes (playing Sunday, July 12); v Bollington or Didsbury (plating Sunday, July 12); Elworth v Wallasey or Birkenhead Park (playing Sunday, July 12); Neston v Oulton Park. 

SHIELD LATEST
 RESULTS of the outstanding Cheshire Shield first round ties:

 Cheadle beat Styal on walk over; Ashley 75 Rode Park & Lawton 76-2.

Second round draw (Sunday, July 5)

Davenham v Ashton on Mersey; Cheadle v Urmston; Bredbury St. Mark’s v Brooklands; Marple v Chester County Officers; Lindow v Rode Park; Cheadle Hulme Ladybridge v Stockport; Hale Barns v Bramhall; Congleton v Birkenhead St. Mary’s. 

Club News

MIDDLEWICH’s Haddon Field is the venue for the Roses Academy match between the cream of young talent from Lancashire and Yorkshire on Monday and Tuesday, June 29 –30.  Play starts at 11 a.m. daily. 

GRAPPENHALL will stage the Cheshire Under 15s Cup final on Thursday, July 2nd  (6.15 p.m.). The semi-finals, due to be played on Monday this week are Marple v Bowdon and Warrington v Macclesfield. 

HALE BARNS held their sixth Primary Schools Kwik Cricket Festival from June 17 – 19, the winners going forward to the Trafford final on Wednesday, June 24 again at Hale Barns which feeds to the Cheshire Regional Finals on  Friday, July 3rd.

URMSTON plan a T20 cricket tournament and Family Fun Day on their Moorside road ground on Sunday, July 12.  Urmston will be taking on an Indian professional XI including ex-India and Under 19 stars and a Yorkshire League XI in a round robin tournament.

NANTWICH  stage an Ashes Sporting Evening & Dinner on Thursday, August 6 at Nantwich Civic Hall when the guest speaker is the legendary Merv Hughes, now a national selector.  Tickets at £30 are available from Rob Sproston, 01270 624 638, or rob@rss.me.uk
 Nantwich Director of Cricket Laura Newton was manager of the England Women’s squad which won the World T20 Cup at Lord’s, beating New Zealand in the final.  
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CONGLETON top the Meller Braggins Cheshire League table after games on Saturday, June 27th with 176 points. Second are Ashton on Mersey 175, third Northwich 166, fourth Malpas 161.  Bottom are Davenham and Winnington Park.  Stockport top Division Two. 

Alistair Davies tests your Cricket Law:  Week 11

THERE is an injured striker and a runner on the field of play. The other batsman is on strike standing behind the popping crease, and the injured striker is standing at square leg – in front of the popping crease. The wicket-keeper sees the situation and breaks the wicket fairly and appeals.

 What should be the umpire’s decision?

Reminder of last week’s poser: 

One of the batsmen gives the umpire at the striker’s end his sweater to hold.  As the bowler delivers the ball, the sweater falls to the ground.  The striker hits the ball towards square leg and the ball becomes entangled in the sweater.  The batsmen have set off for a run.  What would you expect to happen next?

ANSWER: 

The ball is dead when it becomes lodged in what has become, part of the umpire’s clothing. However, an umpire may feel it is appropriate to call and signal ‘dead ball’. The batsman in this case had not crossed before the ball became dead, consequently the striker faces the next delivery. Law 23.1 a v

…. and Jon Hacking has a query

JOVIAL League Umpires Appointments secretary Jon Hacking has a query.  He writes:

 “During the Hyde v Ormskirk National cup match recently the following incident occured:

 Rob Brierley of Hyde hits the ball high into the air towards long-off.

 The fieldsman runs back and takes up a position six feet outside the rope

 He jumps into the air, knocking the ball back into play. He was not in contact with the ground when he touched the ball.

 He returns to the field of play and throws the ball into the keeper.

 The batsmen have completed one run.

 As an umpire what should I have done? At the time I awarded six runs and sent the batsmen back to their original ends.  This was supported by my colleague and both teams.

Many senior umpires have since agreed with my action … but some have not.

 The main reason for my decision was my belief that fielders cannot enter or leave the field without permission.  For example, a fast bowler taking a breather and sitting on a bench at third man between overs is not allowed.

 I do not have Sky tv and am told this type of incident happened in the World T20 Cup when the umpires acted differently to myself. I am left wondering who is right?”

 It’s not like Jon to be indecisive!  Any views? …contact Jon direct at jhacking@gmail.com or reply via Newsletter 
TOMMY COOPERISMS:

 Man takes his Rottweiller to the vet.

 “My dog’s cross-eyed, is there anything you can do for him?”

 Vet: “Let’s have a good look”.

 He picks up the dog and examines his eyes, then checks his teeth and feet.

 Finally, he says: “I’m going to have to put him down”.

 Man, crestfallen, “What! Just because he’s cross-eyed”.

 Vet: “No, he’s bloody heavy”.

Clubs are requested  to print out this Newsletter and display on their noticeboards. 
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LEAGUE FIXTURES & UMPIRES

FOR SATURDAY, JULY 4th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v TOFT


Steve Kirkbright & Chris Smith

CHESTER BO. HALL v OXTON


Terry Hill & Paul Wilgose

HYDE v NANTWICH



Stuart Anderson & John Silver

NESTON v DIDSBURY



Brian Jones & George Murphy

OULTON PARK v BOWDON


Stan Davies & Don Flanagan

WIDNES v MACCLESFIELD


Barrie Burns & Ged Kinsey
First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v POYNTON


Peter Bolger & David Moss

CHEADLE HULME v GRAPPENHALL

Peter Ogden & Jim Shallcross

CHRISTLETON v IRBY



Colin Byrom & Don Speakman

TIMPERLEY v HEATON MERSEY

Jon Hacking & Geoff Wellsteed

UPTON v URMSTON



Alistair Davies & Peter Hanaby

WARRINGTON v CHEADLE


Bob Cunningham & Phil Prince t. 0161 434 3161 
Second Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v BURNAGE


Clive Heylin & Ken Simpson t. 01939 233415

MARPLE v BREDBURY ST. MARK’S

John Lofthouse & Tom Park

MIDDLEWICH v OAKMERE


Clive Rice  & Ken Rothwell

MOBBERLEY v SALE



Peter Hayes & Ray Prescott

STOCKPORT GEO. v BROOKLANDS

John Lowe & Sandy Scrimgeour

TATTENHALL v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Rick Davis & Ian Greensmith









WHERE TO GO ON SUNDAY, JULY 5th
Minor Counties championship (at Nantwich, 11 a.m.)

CHESHIRE v HEREFORDSHIRE (continues Monday & Tuesday) 

Mullaney Trophy (at Moorside, 1.30 p.m.)

MERSEYSIDE & SOUTHPORT ALLIANCE v CHESHIRE COUNTY LEAGUE

Cheshire Cup 4th round (1.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v WIDNES

BOLLINGTON v DIDSBURY

WALLASEY v BIRKENHEAD PARK

Cheshire Shield 2nd round (1.30 p.m.) includes:

CHEADLE v URMSTON

BREDBURY ST. MARK’S v BROOKLANDS

HALE BARNS v BRAMHALL

MARPLE v CHESTER COUNTY OFFICERS

 Mike.t-b@virgin.net: June 29 / 09 

