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Lancashire starlets set for

Bowdon and Neston
THE BOWDON - Old Trafford link widens with the announcement of the ECB premiership club’s plans to sign promising young Lancashire fast bowler Steven Cheetham, top wicket-taker last season for Lancashire 2nd XI managed by Gary Yates.

 Following in the footsteps of groundsman Peter Marron and Gareth Cross, who is to continue as a contracted player at South Downs road, Cheetham should greatly strengthen the Bowdon attack.  Born at Oldham and an ex-Bury Grammar Schoolboy, 21 year-old Cheetham made his first-class debut against Derbyshire last summer and also played against Durham in the Friends Provident Trophy while he also took three wickets against Bangladesh A at Alderley Edge. However, his cricket was mostly confined to 2nd XI, taking 38 wickets at 25.55 in a massive 331 overs.    

 Cheetham figured in Lancashire’s victory over Sussex in their pre-season tour to Dubai and will remain on the first team fringe while he plays at Bowdon, being highly-rated by new coach Peter Moores - himself a former County League player at Macclesfield.

 Last winter, Cheetham played in top Victoria grade cricket for the Cheltenham club, finishing top wicket taker with 33 victims. Old Trafford team mates Cross, Steve Mullaney, Paul Horton, Tom Smith and Mark Chilton all figured in the same division.  

 Another Lancashire contracted player, Adrian Shankar, 23, scored a century for Neston against Wallasey in a pre-season friendly at Parkgate on Saturday and is set to join the club for the 2009 season. Educated at Bedford School and a former England Under 15 and 17, Bedfordshire, Middlesex Academy and Middlesex 2nd XI batsman, Adrian is a former Cambridge University colleague of Simon Marshall, who began his career at Neston. Shankar scored his first-class maiden century (143) in the 2002 Varsity match against Oxford.

 He made his debut for Lancashire 2nd last season, scoring 104 runs at an average of 52 in four matches. 

 o  Last season, three Lancashire contracted players were registered to play in the league: Gareth Cross (Bowdon) and both Simon Marshall and Oliver Newby (Alderley Edge), although the latter was unable to continue after the end of June as he had not made sufficient appearances up to the cut-off date.

Overseas registrations

 Five Overseas player registrations, for of them Australians, were approved by the League Cricket Committee at March meeting:

 Kieron O’Connor (Bramhall), all-rounder, 20, plays Grade 2 cricket for St. Kilda (Melbourne). 

 Daniel Forbes (Cheadle Hulme): all-rounder, 19, plays St. Kilda first grade in Melbourne.

 Stuart Wilson (Macclesfield): all-rounder, 21, plays for Melton in Melbourne sub-district grade.

 Dominic Michael (Marple): all-rounder, 21, plays for Northern Suburbs in Brisbane grade top grade.

 Lou Vincent (Nantwich): ex-New Zealand Test batsman, now retired from first-class cricket and living in UK.

 Latest applications received and yet to be ratified:

 Sohail Rauf (Alderley Edge): Indian all-rounder who helped Alderley win the premiership last season with 512 runs and 29 wickets;
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 Grant Chessari (Cheadle): Australian batsman, 26. Plays for Prahran in Melbourne first grade. Italian EU passport-holder.

  Dean Hayes (Irby). Australian wicket-keeper/batsman. Plays Fairfield Liverpool in Sydney 2nd grade. 

  Leon Guthridge (Poynton): Australian fast bowler 26, plays for St. Peters in Geeleng (Melbourne) top division. 

  Joshua Bean (Toft). Australian spin bowler. Played for Toft in 2008 and took 51 wickets @ 20.10.

  Overseas exempt players: Derek Capacciolli and Kai Koch (both Toft)

 Further applications should be submitted to the Competition Secretary with full cvs. Clubs are reminded that they are responsible for ensuring that Overseas players have been admitted to the country 

in accordance with the new UK Border Agency regulations.  Clubs also need to register as Overseas-exempt non UK citizens who have lived in the UK for two  - and less than four.- years.

ECB T20 fees shock

THE League have been puzzled to receive an apparently illogical demand for an entry fee of £50 from every club entering the Fred Graham T20 Trophy to enable the winners to play in the Cockspur Champions Cup which winds up with a Sky-televised final in September.

 Chairman David Humpage has objected strongly to the imposition of what he believes to be an unfair fee and has refused to agree with it.  The Cricket committee’s March meeting endorsed his decision to submit to a payment of £50 from each of the 12 premiership clubs only, to be subtracted from their annual ECB pay-out.  Should a non-premiership club win the Graham Trophy, a further £50 fee will be submitted allowing the First or Second Division side to represent the League in the Cockspur Cup.

 ECB Recreation Cricket director Paul Bedford has been invited to attend the June management meeting to explain the thinking behind the fees. 

Bob Cunningham is new President

PRESIDENT of the League for the next two years is to be Bob Cunningham, who served so diligently as Secretary from 1999 to 2008 when he stood down due to ill-health.

 Standing down at the AGM, Harry  Sharrock said he had enjoyed his term of office and had been impressed by the volume of work achieved by the officers.  He pointed out that they did so without remuneration and felt they deserved to attend the Presentation Dinner at the League’s expense in future.

 All other officers were re-elected.     

 Peter Bolger was re-elected to the Cricket committee and Harry Sharrock has since been co-opted to replace Nick Rivett, who has left the area. 

Constitution changes

  Constitution items agreed at AGM:

 1. No club may join the League without Clubmark accreditation;

 2. Applications for full or associate membership must be received in writing by the Secretary not later than September 30th of any year to be effective for the following season.

New sponsor introduced

 Tim O’Shea, head of Chapel Press, the League’s new sponsor was welcomed at the AGM and thanked for his support. All clubs urged to respond positively to Mr. O’Shea who would be contacting them direct in due course.  

ECB Play-cricket.com

 In his annual report, Secretary Geoff Wellsteed said that, being ECB accredited, the League would have to conform to demands to maintain their status and continue to enjoy funding.  In 2009 there was a requirement for Premiership clubs to use the ECB Play-cricket.com website for the registration of all players and to record weekly 1st XI results.  League information can now be obtained by using the above website address. 

Fine Turf Performance Quality Standards

 Mr. Wellsteed reported on a League sub-committee meeting called to consider the ECB’s offer to input £9,000 for up to a dozen clubs in a pitch assessment scheme and subsequent improvements. 

 It had been agreed to initially concentrate on the 12 premiership clubs. Following decisions of Didsbury and Macclesfield not take part clubs from Divisions One and Two will be invited to step in.  
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League’s £2,342 profit

 Treasurer Brent Wilkinson reported a profit of £2,342 at the AGM.  

 Total reserves at November 30th, 2008 stood at £29,968 which, while a healthy figure, depended largely on sponsorship. Income was reduced by £1,889 due to lower fines (down from £5,127 to £3,045).

  The Treasurer reminded all full member clubs that they would be receiving five free cricket balls when supplies were distributed at the April management meeting.  This had been made possible by a special payment to the League of £2,500 by ball suppliers Reader’s. 

LMC meetings 

After the pre-season meeting at Warrington on Thursday, April 9th, the remaining League management committee meeting dates in 2009-10 are: Thursday, June 11 at Timperley; Wednesday, September 23 at Grappenhall; Wednesday, November 18 at Toft; Wednesday, January 13 at Warrington. 

Chester girl in World Cup-winning squad

CHESTER Boughton Hall’s Lauren Griffiths was in the England squad which won the the Women’s World Cup at Sydney.

 Wicket-keeper Lauren, who is 22, has been playing Grade cricket with Bundoora near Melbourne throughout the winter. Her brother Matthew plays in the Boughton Hall first XI 

Earlier starts on Saturday, June 6?

STARTING times in League fixtures scheduled for Saturday, June 6 can be brought forward by mutual agreement to help travel plans for players selected for Cheshire against Cornwall at Falmouth starting the next day.

 Clubs who wish to take advantage of this concession should contact the Fixture Secretary. 

o LEAGUE grants of up to £60 are available for clubs whose members pass Level Two coaching exams.  Applications should be made to Secretary Geoff Wellsteed. 

o THERE are two suspensions held over from 2008 which are applicable from Saturday, April 18th, 2009:  Steve Stoneman (Didsbury) two matches; Greg Dixon (formerly Cheadle, now Didsbury) one match. 

Peter Marron is Bowdon groundsman

BOWDON have pulled off a coup by the acquisition of Lancashire legend Peter Marron as their new groundsman.

 Peter, who stood down after 25 years in charge at Old Trafford last September after piloting the installation of a £600,000 outfield drainage system, will be involved in the turning of the square at the end of next season.

 This spring and summer, however, he is directing his expertise at restoring Bowdon’s reputation as the possessors of one of Cheshire’s top pitches.

 Peter will also act as groundsman at nearby Altrincham Grammar School through an arrangement with Tameside Council. 

Lancashire at Middlewich, Alderley Edge

LANCASHIRE have arranged to play a two-day Academy fixture against Yorkshire at Middlewich on Monday  - Tuesday, June 29th – 30th next season.

 Gary Yates’ 2nd XI team will stage a three-day friendly match against Middlesex at Alderley Edge from Wednesday – Friday, September 9th – 11th. 
57 clubs in Cheshire Cup & Shield

TOTAL entry for the Cheshire Cup and Shield has dropped by one to 57 clubs, despite the return of five who pulled out last season and have paid a £20 re-entry fee: Burnage, Caldy, Lindow, Oxton and Poynton.

 Following the withdrawal of Lovelane there are no sponsors, while a new rule allows the selection of  registered Overseas players for the first time. 
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73 umpires on 2009 lists

THERE will be 73 umpires on the League panels in 2009, comprising 57 on the full list and 16 supplementaries.

Newcomers include Ian Ramage, Jim Whitehead, Barrie Burns, Tom Park, Saghir Parkar and Liam Sires, while Peter Bolger and John Noble rejoin.  Ian Ramage stood in an ICC World Cup qualifier between Denmark and Argentina in South Africa on April 1st.
 New Appointments secretary Jon Hacking, who takes over from Rick Davis, has circulated availability lists for the first six weeks of the season. 

  John Lofthouse was congratulated at the Umpires’ AGM on a successful first season in Minor Counties cricket and both he and Alistair Davies had been retained on the 2009 list.  ‘Lofty’ is looking especially forward to the short journey to Alderley Edge for Cheshire v Dorset in July.  

 Members indicated that they would not be seeking an increase in expenses in 2009.

 The pre-season meeting is at Timperley on Tuesday, April 14  (7.45 p.m.).

 The annual dinner is at La Boheme Restaurant, Heatly, near Lymm on Friday, April 24th . The cost per head will be in the region of £30. 

Mobberley President’s book

PRESIDENT Peter Chapman has written an authoritative history of Mobberley C.C. from 1876 to 2007, the book charting the club’s trials and tribulations. It includes information about past officers, the pavilions, the ground, fund-raising, key players, team and other pictures, visits of the Royal Selangor Club and the England and New Zealand women’s teams, overseas tours and  the award of the first lottery grant in English cricket.

 The book, which received a brief review in the April edition of Wisden Cricket Monthly, is priced at £10 plus £1.50 postage (cheques to P.N.E.Chapman). All inquiries for purchase should be addressed to the author at Rectory Cottage, Church Lane, Mobberley, WA16 7RD. Tel. 01565 873 352. 

Those who know Peter will not be surprised to learn that all net sale proceeds will be donated to Mobberley Cricket Club.

Only seven League clubs in ‘National’

ONLY seven clubs from the League have entered – or been accepted – for the revamped National Club championship in 2009, excluding Widnes who failed to apply.  

 There are some attractive first round games with Alderley Edge travelling to the picturesque Chesterfield ground in Derbyshire, while Bowdon host Yorkshire giants Barnsley and Bramhall go in the other direction to Sheffield United.  Group finalists in 2008, Hyde are at  Farnworth Social Circle, Chester Boughton Hall host Liverpool Competition champions Ormskirk and in one of the Midlands groups, Nantwich take on North Staffs Leaguers Moddershall.   

Liverpool rivalry to be renewed

THE League are to revive the annual challenge match against the Liverpool Competition. The old rivals plan an all-day home fixture for the Cheshire Challenge Shield, which the Competition hold. 

 There are also plans to develop the Mullaney Trophy into a four-cornered competition including the Merseyside & Southport Al liance.  The Mullaney/Chesters Trophy game against the Cheshire League is at Hale Barns on August Bank Holiday Monday, while the Derbyshire & Cheshire League will be hosted by Marple on Sunday, September 6th 

 The third fixture is likely to be away against the Merseyside & Southport Alliance.

New Cheshire Board chairman

CHESTER Boughton Hall Chairman Jim Law has succeeded Stan Davies as Chairman of the Cheshire Cricket Board for a two-year term, having been nominated by the County Club.

 His vice-chairman is Peter Davies, Chairman of the Meller Braggins Cheshire League and of the 4Cs Competition committee. 

 David Humpage continues as Chairman of the Cheshire Clubs Cricket Committee. 

April Newsletter ….5

Cheshire Over 60s fixtures

TEAM manager Andy Hurworth has finalised the fixtures for his Cheshire team to compete in the newly-formed Spitfire Over 60s championship:

 Tuesday, May 12 v Worcestershire at Halesowen; Tuesday, May 19 v Leicesterhire at Malpas; Tuesday, June 9 v Notts/Derbyshire at Cheadle Hulme; Tuesday, June 16 v Yorkshire at New Rover, Leeds; Tuesday, June 23 v Worcestershire at Irby; Tuesday, June 30 v Leicestershire at Market Harborough; Tuesday, July 14 v Notts/Derbyshire at Belper; Tuesday, July 21 v Yorkshire at Grappenhall.

Cheshire’s 2009 programme

CHESHIRE’s 2009 Minor Counties Cup Sunday group games are against Cumberland at Netherfield on April 26; Oxfordshire at Christleton on May 10; Shropshire at Wem on May 17; Cumberland at Marple on May 31. .The quarter-finals are on Sunday, June 14 and the semi-finals on Sunday, June 28, with the final at Durham on Wednesday, July 22. Cheshire have again chosen the Chester Boughton Hall, Nantwich and Alderley Edge grounds for their home fixtures in the Minor Counties championship (all Sundays to Tuesdays): June 7 – 9: Cornwall at Falmouth; June 21-23: Berkshire (champions) at Chester; July 5 – 7: Herefordshire at Nantwich; July 26-28: Dorset at Alderley Edge; August 9 – 11: Wales at Abergavenney; August 23-25: Shropshire at Whitchurch.

Development XI fixtures

THE Cheshire Development XI, a new venture jointly financed by the County Club and Board will be run by a joint committee comprising Steve Amison (manager) and Chris Murphy (coach). Confirmed fixtures are: Tuesday - Wednesday, June 16 - 17 v Yorkshire Academy (Barnsley); Monday - Tuesday, June 22 - 23: Warwickshire Under 19 (Dorridge); Tuesday - Wednesday. June 30 - July 1: Durham Academy (Tattenhall); Thursday, July 16:  Staffordshire Development XI (Nantwich); Tuesday – Wednesday, July 21 – 22: Lancashire Under 19 (Liverpool); Friday, July 31: Derbyshire Academy (Middlewich); Tuesday, August 18: Yorkshire Academy (Grappenhall); Thursday, August 20: Leicestershire XI  (Toft). 

Centenary function re-arranged

A LUNCHEON to celebrate the County Club’s Centenary season due to be held at Portal Golf & Country Club, Tarporley on April has been cancelled due to lack of support.  It is now planned to stage a special function during a match against a Minor Counties Representative XI at Chester Boughton Hall on Wednesday, July 15.

 Cheshire are producing a Centenary booklet and anyone with memories, stories, unusual facts and figures etc. is invited to contact secretary Tony Percival, president Gerry Hardstaff or scorer Jim Law.

Are you worth an OSCA?

NOMINATIONS from within Cheshire for the 2009 OSCA (Outstanding Service to Cricket Awards) presentations at Lord’s on October 5th should be sent to Cheshire Board secretary David Sharp by July 27th by e-mail on sharp@ashdale6.freeserve.co.uk

Fund-raising for hospice

JUDY Bailey, wife of Cheshire Cricket chairman David Bailey, is organising a major lunchtime event in aid of Francis House Children’s Hospice at Lancashire County Cricket Club’s new gold marquee on Friday, June 19th. 

 Guest speakers will be Geoff Miller and Kevin Connelly, with former Lancashire captain Kevin Hegg the MC.  Tickets for this worthy cause cost £55 or £500 for a table of 10.

 For further information contact Judy on 01625 583 453 or by e-mail at judy@francishouse.org.uk.

Paul Lake physio clinic

FORMER Manchester City footballer Paul Lake, whose playing career was ended by a severe leg injury and is now a fully-qualified chartered physiotherapist, is to set up a clinic at Alderley Edge Cricket Club to assist those with sports-related or other injuries. 

 Anyone interested in his services can contact him by e-mail at lakephysio@hotmail.co.uk or by telephone on 07740 218 372. 
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Kit discount offers

MARKETING manager of ND Sports, Poynton batsman Nafees Din is offering generous discounts to all League clubs. Contact him on 0161 224 7841 (shop); 07973 916 633 (mobile) or nafeesdin@hotmail.co.uk    

 The same applies to Whitchurch Sports, run by Chester Boughton Hall’s Brian Gresty (tel. 01948 665 733). Both suppliers are advertising in the 2009 League handbook. 

Henry Olonga booked 

THE first non-white cricketer to represent Zimbabwe, Henry Olonga will be guest speaker at the League’s 35th annual Presentation Dinner at Mere Golf & Country Club on Friday, October 2nd, 2009. 

 Tickets for this highly-popular end of season event organised by John Bygate go up by £2 to £30 as costs continue to rise.  

Ashton on Mersey go green

ASSOCIATE members Ashton on Mersey have obtained a grant from the Big Lottery Community Sustainable Energy Programme which should result in the installation of  £53,000 solar photovoltaic panels in their pavilion at Little Ees Lane.

  County League Secretary Geoff Wellsteed provided documentation in support of  their application for the grant and the installation will be completed by June if planning permission is received.

  AonM Secretary Andrew Roscow reckons the panels will enable his club to save up to £1,500 a year on heating and lighting costs and recommends other clubs follow suit.

 Ashton’s initiative will be featured in the May edition of Wisden Cricket Monthly
 Duckworth memorabilia sale

A SALE of the late Lancashire and England wicket-keeper George Duckworth’s cricket memorabilia took place at Old Trafford on March 28th when approximately £11,300 was raised from dozens of items on display. 

 The event was organised by his daughter Barbara De Prez – the mother of League umpire Hugh de Prez who died in July  - and other members of the family.

 Among the items displayed by the Cricket Memorabilia Society was an ashtray presented as a memento by 1932-33 Bodyline tour captain Douglas Jardine to George Duckworth, which raised £1,400.

 League secretary Geoff Wellsteed who was present at OT: “There was a big turn out of people interested in the items and those who had followed George Duckworth’s career at home and abroad. Barbara was present and recorded an interview for the Memorabilia Society.

 MTB:  I got to know George Duckworth quite well in the early ‘50s when he wrote a weekly column about his second love, rugby league, for the Warrington Guardian on which newspaper I worked. .  He was an affable, easy-going man who made friends easily. I never heard him raise his voice as he used to domaking  those world famous howzat appeals!” 

Four clubs enter Echo knock-out

FOUR County League clubs have entered the Liverpool Echo Invitation mid-week knock out.  The draw includes:

 Round 1 (May 14 / 15): Chester Boughton Hall v Parkfield Liscard.

 Rond 2 (June 4 / 5) Hightown v Birkenhead Park; Irby v Wigan; Chester BH or Parkfield v New Brighton; Neston v Maghull.  

Death of Ray Digman

THE death has occurred at his home in Spain of former well-known Merseyside cricketer Ray Digman, aged 74. 

 A fast bowler with a large personality, ‘Diggy’ played professionally for many clubs including Liverpool, Sefton, St. Annes, Westhoughton, Fleetwood, Birkenhead Park, Milnrow and Stone. He also appeared for Cheshire from 1955-72, taking 169 wickets at 23.  
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WINTER CLUB NEWS

(up-dated where possible)

ALDERLEY EDGE: Long-serving ex-player and club stalwart Mike Roff is the new Cricket chairman. He succeeds Clive Elliott, now Club chairman.   

 Clive denies rumours that his club intend to engage former West Indies Test star  Brian Lara, commenting: “There is no way we could afford him”, adding “he wouldn’t  get into our top four anyway!”.

 Kate Branagan, daughter of late League Umpires Association secretary Eddie Howard, has taken over as Alderley secretary.  Kate lives at 35, Finney Drive, Wilmslow SK9 2ES. Tels. 01625 540 582 (h); 07903 419 716 (m). E-mail: KJBranagan@aol.com 

 Successful double-winning skipper Mark Walker continues in situ, but loses all-rounder Simon Marshall who is to play for the star-studded  Saddleworth League club Bamford Fieldhouse. 

 Top winter recruit is Bowdon all-rounder Richard Wilkinson, while wicket-keeper Adam Worrall arrives from the Bolton League to replace Simon Elliott, now studying in London and planning to play for Richmond in the Middlesex County League.

  Opening batsman Alan Day has enjoyed another successful winter playing in top Perth Grade cricket. 

BIRKENHEAD PARK:  Tommy Hunter takes over from the departing Andy Gibson as club captain, with Mark Evans leading the twos and new joint captains of the thirds in Chaitana Gadepalli and David Wightman.  Phil Steele becomes secretary

Paul Woods leads Bredbury. Paul Wood becomes club captain in succession to brother Chris, while Darren Evans continues to lead the twos. 

 Long-serving Chaierman Alan Martin has been persuaded to do one more season, whilke the hard-working David Doswnes has been dragged screaming into the 21st century his his acquisiotion of a computer and e-mail address. 

BROOKLANDS: Not surprisingly after such a successful promotion season, there are no changes in officers or in the first three captaincy positions. Dave Madden leads the 1st XI back into the league.  Tony Price will skipper the Over 40s

BOLLINGTON: Rick Hough continues as captain following the club’s relegation to Division Two, but will hand over the reins to Martyn Knight for the first five weeks of the new season due to Varsity commitments. Tim Kiernan leads the new Over 40s team. Veteran Gary Wood has stood down from 1st XI cricket for the second time.

 Former Bolly player Nasir Khalid has joined Derbyshire County League club Rolls Royce, but incomers are Tom Gower after scoring 3,000 runs in the past five seasons for Crewe and  St. Andrews University captain Tom Cullen. 

BOWDON.  Thanks to an ECB grant, the club’s second ground opens and will become the home of the new women’s cricket team. 

 Antony Crozier succeeds Steven Bramhall as 1st XI captain.   

BRAMHALL: Peter Babbage continues to recover from illness and has not only become President but is to captain the newly-formed 4th XI.  Peter Lawson takes over the chair.   

 Stockport County fanatic Nick Cantello replaces Andy Hall as 1st XI captain. 

 All-rounder Damien Stringer arrives from neighbouring Poynton. 

 Plans are afoot for a four-lane net facility subject to planning permission and an ECB grant, while a triangle of land which has been gifted to the club will enable a junior square to be developed

 A dozen members are to take part in the Great Manchester Run on May 17th to raise funds for Christie’s Hospital.

BURNAGE:  Gary Ramsay remains the key figure at Mauldeth Road, occupying the posts of Cricket chairman, Cricket secretary, Treasurer, Fixture secretary and Joint Child Welfare Officer. 
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CHEADLE:  Jonny Reeh succeeds Simon Hall as 1st XI skipper. Jack Poulton leads the twos and Andy Taylor the threes

CHEADLE HULME.  Ewan McCray continues to captain the 1st XI and also takes charge of ground duties. Andy Hardy steps down as 2nd XI leader in favour of James Locke, while Bob Worsley takes on the 3rd XI Saturday leadership.  

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL.  Jim Gillson takes over from Steve Ogilby as captain, with Andy Roberts leading the 2nd XI.  Long-serving spin bowler Robin Fisher  returns to former club Alvanley.

 An Easter Beer Festival is to be held in the Grand Marquee  from Thursday, April 9th – Sunday, April 12th sponsored by the Evening Leader. Tickets are £4. Call 07720 412 804 for information. 

CHRISTLETON.   Gareth Davies stands down as chairman to become president with Mike Hollindale moving into the chair.   Paul Allen continues as 1st XI captain, while Steve Jackson is to lead the twos, 

Bryan Jones the revived thirds and Steve Johnson the Over 40s.

 Danny Ahmed arrives after five seasons at Tattenhall. 

DIDSBURY.  Among winter signings is swing bowler Simon Turner, who spent seven seasons at Poynton, taking 238 wickets.  Also joining from Poynton are left-arm spinner Jamie Maltman and batsman Paul Slattery, while Greg Dixon signs in from Cheadle. 

 All officers and senior captains were re-elected after the huge successes in the 150th anniversary season.. 

 Former Devon and Cheshire all-rounder Stuart Stoneman is to stand down from 1st XI cricket, but will continue playing in the seconds. .

GRAPPENHALL.  Promoted to the First Division, Grappers were the first club to notify their 2009 appointments, which include the worthy elevation of long-serving Harry Bramhall to the Presidency. His lovely wife Dorothy wonders whether that makes her First Lady. 

 Mark Bell becomes 2nd XI captain.

HEATON MERSEY.  Following their relegation from the premiership, the Heatons club have appointed 18 year-old batsman Mark Bennett as 1st XI captain, succeeding Dave Fitzsimmons.  A Lancashire Academician now at Loughborough University, Mark will work alongside former club captain Tim Humpage, who takes on the new post of  1st XI team manager.  

Hyde have groundsman cum chairman:  Continuing as groundsman, Peter Hardman has been elected Chairman in succession to John Ashley, while James Duffy and Steve White continue to lead the 1st and 2nd XIs respectively.  

 Chris Tipper returned early from Australian grade cricket to enter the Lancashire Academy.  Chris came to the fore through Lancashire Under 19s last summer. 

IRBY.  Steve Hurworth becomes the youngest 1st XI captain. He takes over from Ben Thomas who piloted the 2008 promotion-winning campaign. 

 Former Australia Test paceman Jeff Thompson will be guest speaker at the Sportsman’s Luncheon at the pavilion on Friday, May 22nd (12.30 p.m.).  Tickets are £35 each.  

MACCLESFIELD:  While they study plans to move to a new ground, by 2010 or 2011, this will be a busy year off the field, believes re-elected skipper Barney Cutbill. 

 James Hawley has enjoyed a successful season playing for Australian grade club Casey-South Melbourne, finishing top 2nd XI wicket – taker.  He has also enjoyed net practice at the MCG against players from Victoria, West Australia and NSW.

MIDDLEWICH:  Head of the increasingly successful sports equipment company Fusion Sports, James Cornford will be club captain for the first time.
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MOBBERLEY: Once their Australian overseas player, now UK based, off-spinner Steve Spiteri becomes 1st XI captain from Arfan Hussain.  New league sponsor Tim O’Shea, the head of Chapel Press, takes over the second XI helm.  Tony Mottram becomes Secretary.

NANTWICH:  Former New Zealand Test batsman Lou Vincent, now retired from first-class cricket, has been settling in well with his new team mates at pre-season nets.  “We’re expecting great things from Lou”, says re-elected skipper Andy Newton. 

 Other key captures are Crewe batsman Martin Dawson and long-serving Chester Boughton Hall wicket-keeper Steve Ogilby. 

 Ben Mogg replaces Wayne Morgan as Nantwich 2nd XI skipper and Stewart McLeod becomes 3rd XI captain in place of Neil Forster, who leads the Forties. 

  Ollie Sadler (as professional) and brothers Chris and Paul Hampshire have moved into the North Staffs.League Third Division with neighbouring Alsager. 

NESTON.  New completion date for the ambitious £750,000 pavilion re-building project is May 22nd . The Parkgate club are planning high profile matches to celebrate their fine new building, against MCC and an Old England XI. 

 Former Australian Overseas, now UK-based batsman Jack Smith takes over the Neston captaincy from Stan Clifford, with Graham Lea-Swain succeeding Jamie Escott i/c the seconds.  Russ Thompson steps up from the fourths to lead the 3rd XI to be replaced by Peter Carter, while Neston’s new Over 40s team will be led by Don Hurst,

  Star teenage batsman David Hurst is playing for Swan Athletic Club in Perth grade cricket. 

 Andrew Clarke, 17, has entered the MCC Young Cricketers Academy at Lord’s and will not be regularly available for the club.   

 Neston beat Wallasey in an especially early-pre-season friendly on Saturday, April 4th, scoring 278-6 (Jack Smith 133, Adrian Shankar 121: opening stand 244), Wallasey 197-8.

OAKMERE.  The League’s newest club are hoping to bolster their 1st XI squad with several acquisitions.  A non-starter in 2009 will be former Oulton Park and Cheshire all-rounder Stewart Eaton, who has moved to work in London.  Stewart’s brother Ian continues to lead the senior side. 

OULTON PARK.    Teenage batsman Jonny Kettle, currently studying at Liverpool University, has been admitted to the Lancashire Academy.  Says chairman George Taylor: “Jonny deserves the honour.  He played grade cricket in Australia last winter and returned a much-improved player and batted consistently well for us and made the Cheshire team. We believe he can make it to first class cricket”.

 Nathan Dumelow continues as 1st XI captain, while Roger Thompson takes over as 2nd XI captain and Peter Hartwell is to lead the thirds. 

Neil Cross back at Oxton:  Delighted skipper Andy Birley reports that Neil Cross is returning from his teaching post in New Zealand for family reasons to rejoin the club and boost their promotion season in the ECB Premier League. The Dixon brothers  Lee (from Neston) and Ross (Upton) are to be re-united at Townfield Lane and opening batsman Andy Gibson arrives from neighbours  Birkenhead Park. 

 Most officers have been re-elected.  Changes involve the appointment of Laurie Spencer as Fixture secretary, with Neeta Parry taking over as Child Welfare Officer. 

POYNTON.   Steve Mobley stands down after a successful period as club captain to be succeeded by Paul Gould.  Mark Williams becomes chairman in succession to Brian Kingham.

 Steve Douglas has been appointed senior coach while Tony Hutter returns in the capacity of Performance Director.  

 Poynton all-rounder David Watkins has been obliged to retire due to a chronic knee injury. One of the club’s finest players, David played 21 seasons in the 1st XI scoring more than 6,000 runs and taking over 600 wickets. 

SALE.  Jamal Benzafar becomes 1st XI captain in succession to Mike Halkon, while Matt Millward takes over from brother Andy in charge of the 2nd team and John O’Donnell steps up as secretary and League rep. 
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 Sale newcomers in 2009 include Hassan Khan, an all-rounder from Lowerhouse in the Central Lancashire League, Chris Canning, a wicket-keeper/batsman from Wythenshawe and Lancashire Under 19s and Ryan Guest ex-Charlesworth & Chisworth in the Derbyshire & Cheshire League. 

 The League’s Young Player of the Year Danny Halkon has enjoying playing for Wonga Park in Western Australian grade cricket. 

 The Over 40s have adopted the suffix Silverbacks 

 Chairman Rob Moore is negotiating with Brooklands/Sale Moor for the use of their ground for the newly-formed 4th XI as club membership booms. 

 The second phase of relaying the square has been completed. The relaid first phase will be available for use from April. 

STOCKPORT GEORGIANS:  Martin Unsworth takes over from Ron Harrop as chairman. Club president Gerald Bailey - a former Cheshire County League football referee - becomes League rep.

Casey plays at Tattenhall: Melvin Dobson continues as chairman, while Anthony Rouse takes over as Treasurer and Alex Sandland as 3rd XI captain. 

 Jeremy Casey joins from Winnington Park and will play as often as business commitments allow. Other new players include Max Perry from North Ferriby in the East Yorkshire Alliance, Martin Roberts, the first German playing member and teenager Ben Cooke following a winter trekking in Tanzania.

 Groundsmen Brian Jarrard and Doug Spraggs have installed a smart new  picket fence around the new Flacca Field boundary. 

 Tatters host Halkyn in the first round of the National Village Championship on Sunday, May 7th. 

TIMPERLEY: Mike Bishop becomes 1st XI captain from Ryan Edwards, whose decision to return to New Zealand will prove a major loss. Martin Ward becomes Saturday 3rd XI captain and new Saturday 3rd XI Academy skipper is Nick Brookes

TOFT:  Andy Bones continues as 1st XI captain and will have the rejoining Toby Drummond to call upon. Paul Ashley takes over  the seconds. 

 The Academy has restarted under the direction of Tim Clarke, with Rupe Kitzinger and Andy Roberts lined up to coach.   

 Toft have applied to Manchester Airport Authority for a £3,000grant to help resurface the nets; members have undertaken a fund-raising 50-mile cycle ride; the Summer Ball is on Saturday, June 27th. 

UPTON:  Fast bowler Ian Linwood takes over from Gary Dixon as 1st XI captain while Chris Camden is to lead the 2nd XI.  Gary Dixon will captain the Over 40s.  

URMSTON.  An informative Winter Newsletter compiled by chairman Rob Arnold discloses that Chris Watson succeeds Adam Landry as 1st XI captain, with Craig Wilson taking over the 

2nd XI leadership from Gary Saunders.   Indian all-rounder Ashwin Punja will return as the Overseas player if new regulations permit. 

WARRINGTON.   Liam Heaphy becomes 1st XI captain for the first time, succeeding Steve Heydon, with a familiar name Ian ‘Max’ Sleigh taking charge of the seconds 

WIDNES.  Useful recruits are UK based Pakistani brothers Ata ur Rehman and Zia ur Rehman who did well at Northop Hall and Birkenhead Park respectively last season.  Ian Spencer captains the 1st XI for the fifth season with Richard Evans remaining in charge of the 2nd XI.   Barry McCurdy takes on the role of Cricket Secretary.

 Graham Thorpe was guest speaker at Widnes’ successful dinner. The former England batsman presented the Player of the Year award to Tony Hurdley and the Young Player prize to Tom Mitchell, while Steve Walton received an engraved tankard to mark his playing retirement. 

 Rupert Faulkner was made a Life Member to mark his service as a player from 1958-88 and committeeman for 45 years during which time he has been 1st and 2nd XI captain, Cricket secretary and 

Chairman. He joins a select band including president Gordon Gilmour, Terry Sullivan and Maurice O’Callaghan.
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THE LEAGUE NEWSLETTER

Club representatives are invited to print out this Monthly Newsletter and display on their notice boards.

A Weekly Newsletter will be issued during the 2009 playing season, normally by e-mail on Mondays to the Club reps and other people who ask for a copy. Any club who would like a copy sending by post at the expense of the League, should contact Mike Talbot-Butler on 01606 883715. 

Paper copies for private subscribers can be arranged for a small fee covering the cost of postage and paper. 

Weekly information about 2nd and 3rd XI cricket will normally be sent out by e-mail during the playing season by Ian Sharrock, Brian Boys and Peter Lawson to those who notify them that they wish to receive their service.  

All officers’ addresses can be found on pages 4 - 5 of the 2009 League Handbook which is now available. These are due to be distributed, together with cricket balls, result sheets etc. at the management meeting at Warrington on Thursday, April 9th. 

 and (almost) finally …………

 Su Wong marries Lee Wong and a year later the Wongs have a baby.

 The hospital nurse brings in a lovely, healthy, but unmistakably Caucasian white baby boy.

 “Congratulations”, says the nurse. “Now, Mr. Wong what are you and your wife going to name the baby?”

 The puzzled father studies the child and says: “Well, two Wongs don’t make a white, so I think we will name him …….”.

Are you ready for this?

“…Sum Ting Wong”.
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OPENING FIXTURES ON SATURDAY, APRIL 18th
ECB Premier League (12.30 p.m.)

ALDERLEY EDGE v OXTON


Panel umpires Peter Bolger & John Lofthouse
BOWDON v DIDSBURY



Alistair Davies & Paul Wilgose

CHESTER BOUGHTON HALL v NESTON
Don Flanagan & Glyn Roberts

HYDE v TOFT




Ken Rothwell & John Silver

NANTWICH v MACCLESFIELD


Rick Davis & Sandy Scrimgeour

OULTON PARK v WIDNES


Ian Greensmith & Ged Kinsey

First Division (1 p.m.)

BRAMHALL v WARRINGTON


Ian Drury & Peter Hayes

CHRISTLETON v CHEADLE HULME

Bill Dow & Ray Prescott

HEATON MERSEY v CHEADLE


Stan Davies & Steve Goron

POYNTON v GRAPPENHALL


Geoff Wellsteed & Jim Whitehead
TIMPERLEY v URMSTON


Tom Park & Dave Sutton

UPTON v IRBY




Peter Hanaby & Peter Ogden 
Second Division (1 p.m.)

BOLLINGTON v OAKMERE


Terry Hill & John Lowe

BIRKENHEAD PARK v BREDBURY St. MARK’s
Barrie Burns & Jon Hacking

MIDDLEWICH v STOCKPORT GEORGIANS
Brian Jones & Clive Rice

MOBBERLEY v MARPLE


Noel Cornes & John Noble
SALE v BROOKLANDS



Stuart Anderson & Liam Spires

TATTENHALL v BURNAGE


Don Speakman & David Williams
2nd XI Premier Division (1 p.m.)

Irby v Alderley Edge; Didsbury v Poynton; Macclesfield v Nantwich; Neston v Chester; Urmston v Hyde; Widnes v Bramhall

2nd XI Division l (1 p.m.)

Cheadle v Birkenhead Park; Cheadle Hulme v Middlewich; Grappenhall v Sale; Oxton v Upton;

Toft v Timperley; Warrington v Oulton Park

2nd XI Division 2 (1 p.m.)

Bredbury v Heaton Mersey;  Brooklands v Bowdon; Burnage v Tattenhall; Marple v Mobberley; Oakmere v Bollington; Stockport Georgians v Christleton 

3rd XI Saturday Division 1 (1 p.m.)

 Birkenhead Park 3 v Upton 4; Brooklands v Neston; Chester v Warrington; Irby v Urmston; Macclesfield v Timperley; Upton v Oxton.  

3rd XI Saturday Division 2 (1 p.m.)

 Marple/Mellor v Irby 4; Neston 4 v Brooklands/Sale Moor; Timperley 4 v Cheadle Hulme; Urmston 4 v Birkenhead Park 4; Warrington 4 v Chester 4.

Starting dates:

Jack Gardner 3rd XI Trophy mini-groups  Sunday, April 26th; Over 40s Wednesday, May 6th;  Sunday 3rd XIs May 10th.

Fred Graham T20 Cup

First round draw (to be played by May 11th): Birkenhead Park v Neston; Timperley v Cheadle Hulme; Poynton v Heaton Mersey. 

 These games should be arranged ASAP and dates notified to the Fixture Secretary. 

Mike.t-b@virgin.net:  April 6 / 09

